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Prayer in the Sickroom 
By Mrs. Walter Motley 


EAR Lord, I need Thy wisdom now 
To comfort him whose troubled 
brow 
Is restive after months of pain. 


Give me the word that I should say 
To fix his eyes upon Thy way, 
That he may never doubt again. 


Grant that his heart and mind shall be 

Turned from himself, Lord, unto Thee. 

Thy love make clear the “now dark 
glass.” 


He says he needs my calmness, Lord. 
Give him Thy peace, that by Thy Word 
Doth all our understanding pass. 


ve 
Stage Two in the Atomic Age 


Apprehension has turned into actual- 
ity. What men have been expecting 
for several years has happened: Russia 
has set off some sort of atomic bomb. 
Four years ago ‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times. published a leading editorial dis- 
cussing the question, “Can Men Harness 
Basic Power?” (Aug. 25, 1945.) It quoted 
extravagant phrases from the public 
Press describing the effect of the atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima, and reported that 
President Truman had said that the 


atomic bomb is the “harnessing of the 
basic power of the universe.” But after 
the war ended there was a general feel- 
ing abroad that the United States would 
not use the atomic bomb ruthlessly. or 
unnecessarily, for, after all, the salt of 
Christian principles still holds back cor- 
ruption in this nation. Now Russia, 
a godless nation, has evidently learned 
how to manufacture and release this 
stupendous power. What the press, 
Army Intelligence men, and scientists 
think of the atomic explosion in Russia 
has some significance. Time (Oct. 3) pre- 
sents a fine cross section of impressions 
and opinions. It devotes. thirteen 
columns in five departments to the sub- 
ject. It was a strange coincidence that 
literal thunder and hail broke over the 
White House when President Truman 
made his announcement. It seems clear 
that the bomb “had been set off deep 
in Russia, over land, not under water; 
the date of the explosion was somewhere 
around September 1.” “Striking Twelve” 
is the title of the article in the Science 
Department, which refers to clock 
hands pointing to 11.52 on the cover of 
the Bulletin of the Atomic - Scientists. 
References are made to headings or 
comments in ten U.S. newspapers be- 
sides London papers. There was one 
comment from a man in a high position 
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which has special significance for all 
Christians. General Omar Bradley of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff said: “The 
calmer the American people take this. 
the bétter. We have anticipated it for 
four years, and it calls for no change 
in our basic defense plans.” The Chris- 
tian’s “basic defense plans” are just what 
they have always been: Trust in God 
and obedience to His will. “For. the 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong holds; casting down im- 
aginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 
Cor. 10:4, 5). It is a time to heed Paul’s 
exhortation: “Watch ye, stand fast in 
the faith, quit you like men, be strong” 
(1 Cor. 16:13). It is a time to “be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might. Put on the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil” (Eph, 6:10, 11). 
Now if ever we should “awake to right- 
eousness, and sin not; for some have not 
the knowledge of God” (1 Cor, 15:34). 
Many of us may have to pass through 
hitherto unknown deaths. But it may 
also be a time to “look up, and lift up 
your heads; for your redemption draw- 
eth nigh” (Luke 21:28). 


" * 


An Important Commentary Reprinted 


This editorial by the Rev. Graham Gilmer, pastor of the Rivermont 


Presbyterian Church, Lynchburg, Va., 
fourth edition, by George Williams, 


mentary of the Holy. Scriptures,” 


reviews “The Students Com- 


(Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $8.50.) 


joice that there has just come from 

the press another edition of this 

1,058-page commentary. This is the first 

printing in this country, and no expense 

has been spared to make it both attrac- 
tive and durable. 

Very little is known of the author. In 


"Tisice who love the Word will re- 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“He shall choose our inheritaace 
for us” (Psa. 47:4a). 




















the first two editions of his commentary 
he simply called himself, in Hebrew, “A 
Bondservant of Christ.” In a very sim- 
ple statement in the third edition, his 
widow reveals his name and that he was 
born in Dublin, Ireland, in 1850. He 
had a government position and was 
known among his gay and aristocratic 
circle as “Christian.” This reveals, what 
is also seen as one studies his commen- 
tary, that he was loyal to his Lord. 

He was a real fisher of men, and one 
who suffered for his zeal. Mrs. Wil- 
liams also tells us that her husband was 
quite a linguist, having a familiar knowl- 
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edge of seven languages, and that, dur- 
ing the last twenty years of his life, he 
studied Hebrew and renewed his knowl- 
edge of Greek, in preparation for the 
writing of this commentary. An addi- 
tional fact becomes quite evident as one 
reads the book. Mr. Williams was thor- 
oughly familiar with the root errors of 
the Roman Catholic system. He grew 
up in a stronghold of that church, and 
he never fails to call attention to her 
unscriptural teaching. 

Mr. Williams has been accused of slav- 
ishly following the teachings of Dr. E. 
W. Bullinger in the latter’s “The Com- 
panion Bible.” Undoubtedly, along with 
many others, he did receive much help 
from that monumental work. It should 
be pointed out, however, that there are 
several points where he refuses to fol- 
low Dr. Bullinger. A notable example 
of this is “soul sleeping.” So far as 
this reviewer has been able to discover, 
Mr. Williams does not teach this. He 
could point out other questionable teach- 
ings of the Companion Bible that are 
not followed in this commentary. 

There is one line of unusual teaching, 
however, where Mr. Williams a“mits 
that he follows Dr. Bullinger. This is 
in regard to the teaching about the New 
Testament Church. It is the opinion of 
this reviewer that this teaching is de- 

.cCidedly ultradispensational. Undoubt- 

edly Mr. Williams thought this impor- 
tant, for he writes, “The Commentary 
tries to make clear the teaching of the 
Apostle Paul respecting the Church. Few 
appear to study his teaching on this mat- 
ter. If you study it you will have a rich 
reward.” Just what did he believe this 
teaching was? Brie“y that Acts and Paul’s 
first Epistles tell of a Hebrew Church 
known in Jude as “The Body of Moses.” 
This Church does not today exist on 
earth. The Church revealed in the 
Prison Epistles of Paul is the present 
Christian Church, e 

Unfortunately this position causes Mr. 
Williams to reject baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper for the Church of today. Of the 
Lord’s Supper he says, “Many today try 
to imitate this communion supper. But 
an imitation has neither power nor 
‘meaning; and today it emphasizes divi- 
sion and not communion.” In view of 
what the Church has always regarded as 
a command of her Head, this is unfor- 
tunate, to say the least. We cannot omit 
these sacraments without great spiritual 
loss, To a large extent this view of the 
Church makes his comments on the Book 
of Revelation and some other parts of 
the New Testament useless to one who 
does not hold it. Of-the Book of Reve- 
lation, he writes, “The entire book is, 
therefore, a Hebrew prophecy.” 

This reviewer in all honesty must call 
attention to this which he regards as a 
blemish. He does not believe, however, 

that it weakens, to any great extent, the 
usefulness of the commentary in its 
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other parts. As we read the comments 
of others, we must recoznize that the 
Holy Spirit teaches that God deals with 
man in ages or dispensations. - Even 
the Westminster Confession of Faith 
teaches that there are “various dispensa- 
tions.” Let us all remember that “dis- 
pensationalism” is a matter of degree. 
How many dispensations there are, and 
how far to go with each, are questions 
which no man can fully decide. “For 
ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in 
heaven.” Let us not throw over all 
the teaching of a godly man simply be- 
cause we cannot follow him in every 
point. This “bondservant of Christ” digs 
deep into the mine of God's revelation 
and brings forth: much: that is priceless. 

For nineteen years this reviewer has 
been examining that which has been 
brought forth. He thinks of how Mr. 
Williams calls attention to Job 26::4 
(R.V.). “The outskirts of His [God’s] 
ways.” Just take as'an example of this 
teaching the way in -which attention is 
called ‘to the Greek text of John 10:30, 
“I and my Father are one.” “These sim- 
ple words destroy the teaching of those 
who deny the distinction of persons in 
Ythe Godhead, of those who question the 
deity of Christ, and of those who op- 
pose verbal inspiration.” Does not this 
lead you to search for what Job calls 
“the thunder of His power”? (Job 26: 
14, R.V.) Allow Mr. Williams to lead 
you in such a search. 

Do you desire to know what. is re- 
vealed in regard to “the beginning”? 
Read the comments that are made on the 
early chapters of Genesis. Here we are 
told of God as “the .Creator of the 


(Continued on page 933) 





Coming Next Week 


OST Christians will agree 

that Europe, as well as Amer- 
ica, needs the Scriptures. But are 
her people willing to accept and 
read God’s Word? Mr. George T. 
B. Davis, director of the Million 
Testaments Campaigns, has re- 
turned recently from a_ three- 
months’ trip to Holland,. Switzer- 
land, Italy, and Greece. He tells 
of his experiences in next week’s 
SunpDAy ScHoot TIMgs, in an article 
titled, “Giving Out Ged’s Word in 
Hungry-Hearted Europe.” 

An unknown GI, at one time one 
of the occupation troops in Korea, 
sent his own tithe money and that 
of his brother to buy paper for 
Christian literature to be distrib- 
uted among Koreans. How that 
money was used and some of the 
results of the distribution of tracts 
thus begun will be told next week 
by Mr. Bruce F. Hunt in his article, 
“To An Unknown Soldier.” 





‘of the Greek is given in a footnote” 
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Notes on Open Letter; 











The Knox Translation of the 
New Tesiament 


I have recently heard a Roman Cath. 
olic translat'on of the New Testament 
— aLout 1939 translated by ; 

onsignor Reginald Knox of Wales 
England, bearing the — of Cardi. 
nal Spellman of New York, referre 
to as a superior translation, sticning 
closer tc the Greek than any of the 
common translations. It has also been 
said that the notes are particularly 
good, not biased as one would expec, 

ince these statements have been made 
by a Protestant minister, I am inter. 
ested in the commen:és of someone who 
knows enough Greek to be qualifieg 
to judge the mer'ts of the book. Woulj 
you care to comment on it? 

THe Sunpay ScHoot TIMeEs has been 
a part of my home ever since I cap 
remember, and we have all greatly en. 
joyed the articles in it. It is one paper 
that is read as soon as it arrives, rather 
than wait until there may be a “mor 
convenient time.” 

Any’ information that you may bh 
able to give me about this translation 
will be greatly appreciated, as I do 
not know ezough Greek to be able to 
judge whether this particular book 
is especially good or not. Because of 
its source it is naturally suspect, but 
perhaps it is an excepticn to the gen. 
eral rule of material put out by the 
Roman Church. — A_ Pennsylvania 
reader. 































A REPLY BY 
J. OLIVER BuSWELL, JR., D.D., Ph.D. 
PRESIDENT, NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE, 
New York 


There can be no doubt that Monsignor 
Knox is a competent Roman Catholic 
scholar. The Envlish is excellent. The 
entire work is delightful reading. 

However, it is not really a translation 
from the Greek. The advertisement on 
the cover flap states, “Monsignor Knox 
follows the Vulgate; where the meaning 
of the Vulgate is ambiguous, he consults 
the Greek text; where the Vulgate read- 
ing differs from the Greek, the meaning 
















This does not mean that we cannot us 
it. For many years we Protestants have 
been in the habit of using the Douay 
version, which is based entirely upon 
the Latin, when dealing with Roman 
Catholics. In spite of the weakness, it 
is a translation of a translation of the 
Word of God, and the Gospel shines 
through with sufficient clarity for prac 
tical personal work. 

The difficulty of a translation from 
the Latin, with the Greek where it dif- 
fers taken account of only in the fo0t- 
notes, may be illustrated by 2 Corinthi- 
ans 7:12, “. . . showing you our devo 
tion to your welfare...” The footnote 
reads, “The best Greek manuscripts here 
read, ‘your devotion to us’ instead of 
‘our devotion to you.’” Here the Amer 
ican Standard Version adheres to th 
Greek text, but Knox feels obliged # 


(Continued on page 931) 
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“Give Attendance to Reading” 


The increased need for patient, persistent effort on the part of 
parents and teachers in guiding children and youth 


UCH can be said in favor of 
M pursuing specific lines of read- 

‘ing or study, but for the aver- 
age person a varied diet of reading is 
more practicable and desirable. To some 
the daily newspaper seems indispensable, 
and with but limited time they find their 
mental horizon hemmed in by the pass- 
ing news of the hour, quickly forgotten 
—perhaps better so. Others confine 
their literary interest largely to maga- 


‘zines, many and varied. As mental diet, 


some of these are worthless; and some 
—worse; nevertheless, there are some 
magazines, on general lines or special- 
ized and technical themes, that are in- 
forming and enjoyable. For example, 
much concise, entertaining, worth-while 
knowledge on matters of human interest 
the world around is to be found in the 
serious articles in the well-known 
Reader’s Digest, with its wholesome note 
of old-fashioned Americanism, 


A Readily Available University 

The fact remains, however, that the 
educated, well-informed man, no mat- 
ter what other diversions he may follow, 
is usually a reader of books. He may 
not read many in @ year’s time, but he 
dips into some and longs to read more. 
He has his favorites, knows something 
of authors, loves the sight and feel of 
a book, and occasionally picks up one 
for a second perusal. There is a stabil- 
ity of worth within the covers of a good 
book that cannot be found elsewhere. 
One needs only to step into the field of 
biography to learn that most of the great 
thinkers and broadly educated men and 
women credit their training and ability 
not to some ivied hall, but to the read- 
ily available university of the book 
world, 

The Wise Man said, “Of making many 
books there is no end” (Eccles. 12:12), 
and while undoubtedly there are count- 
less books that should never have been 
written at all, yet books on the whole 
—good, informing, and Christian books 
—are a widespread blessing and a vital 
part of our American economy. Because 
of them and their abundance, no boy or 
girl in our land needs to grow up in 
ignorance. There are no useful, intel- 
lectual heights to which an aspiring 
youth may not climb, even lacking the 
advantages of schooling, if only he has 
been well introduced to fhe inestimable 
value of good books and has learned to 
use them and to prize their true worth. 

But is the reading of books in danger 
of becoming less popular than it used 
to be? Is it true that the radio and, 
More recently, television have so en- 
croached on the leisure hours of the 


Sir Francis Bacon wrote, “Reading 
maketh a full man; conference a 
ready man; and writing an exact 
man.” But many today believe that 
the rounding-out results of good 
reading are in danger of being lost 
in these days of radio and television. 
Miss LeFevre, who will be remem- 
bered by Sunday School Times 
readers of her books for young peo- 
ple as Zenobia Bird, points out some 
of these dangers, and shows how 
parents and teachers can help young 
folks form habits of good reading. 








home: circle that family reading has 
largely been crowded out? Some will 
recall with nostalgia the sweet, heart- 
satisfying picture of the family circle 
gathered to read about the center table, 
brightly lighted by the hanging oil lamp. 
No less pleasing to recall is the softly 
lighted room with each member of the 
family in his own favorite chair, with 
his own special light, poring over the 
pages of his own particular book. Or 
perhaps Mother and Sister find some 
occupation for, their busy hands while 
they listen to Father, or some other 
member of the family, read aloud from 
an informing or entrancing book. From 
the truly Christian home will come 
recollection of Father, as bedtime ap- 
proaches, taking up the Book and read- 
ing a portion from it before the family 
retires for the night. 

Pictures such as these should not be 
allowed to disappear entirely from. our 
American home life, nor can they be 
omitted without grave loss to home and 
country. Fortunate the child who, in 
later years, looks back. with. gratitude 
and happy memories to those days when, 
in his own home, he was taught and 
encouraged to find-enjoyment in ‘good 
books. It is indisputable, that to incul- 
cate in the mind of a child’ the love of 
good reading is to fortify the mind 
against many of the attacks and allure- 
ments of the forces.of evil. The young 
person, or older one, who can find solace 
and recreation and companionship within 
the covers of a wholesome, informing 
book, is saved from many a lonely hour 
and also from the temptation to seek 
to fill such empty spaces with undesir- 
able associates and activities. 

But, some may ask, does not the tele- 
vision draw all the family together? 
Who has not seen the whole family, 
with a generous sprinkling of neighbors 
and friends as well, crowded in breath- 
less silence about the television set, 
watching intently the moving pictures 


By LAURA Z. LeFEVRE 


on the screen and listening to the ac- 
companying conversation? But this can 
hardly be termed a contribution to fam- 
ily life and intercourse. And what do 
the various members see, and what do 
they hear, and with what is their im- 
agination filled as they scatter to retire 
for the night? Here and there perhaps 
there may have been a crumb of useful 
information, or a bit of clean and enter- 
taining sport or fun, but, on the whole, 
questionable worldliness, if not open sin 
in its most alluring forms, have been 
presented in unstinted portions, Present- 
day television goes beyond the radio 
in its power to grip and hold. The lis- 
tener to an undesirable radio program 
may not always have the liberty to turn 
it off, but it is possible to sew, or study, 
or write, or converse, or to engage in 
many other occupations, and largely ig- 
nore such a program. But not so the 
television. In the quiet and darkened 
room it absorbs all the attention and 
leads the fancy where it will. One may 
indeed leave the room, but few do! 


The High Cost of Television 

Will it not be difficult for the child 
who grows up in a home saturated with 
the spirit of the movies or vaudeville 
—for present-day television is just that 
and nothing less—ever to acquire the 
habit or the taste for good, solid, inform- 
ing, and entertaining reading? Will the 
mind that is fed only through eye-gate 
— with explanatory words accompanying 
—ever learn to concentrate on abstract 
thoughts in a book? Will the jaded 
fancy that must continually be whipped 
up to higher and higher speed and thrills 
by the mimicry of every pure as well 
as evil emotion ever be able to enjoy 
the pleasures of imagination offered by 
a book of clean fiction, history, nature 
study, or even pure and legitimate 
fancy? The attractiveness of this new 
entertainment is not to be denied, but 
is not the price too high — not the mone- 
tary cost, but the cost in mentality, char- 
acter, and moral and spiritual strength? 

What can be done to overcome this 
new menace to the home and family, yes, 
and to the church as well? It is bes 
coming more and more evident that 
television evenings are not conducive to 
increased. church attendance. It will 
require more patient, persistent effort 
than ever before on the part of parents 
and teachers to lead children very early 
into an appreciation ‘of the treasure 
house of the book world. There is much 
attractive literature for children, with 
really good art work, exquisite coloring, 
and charming text in large, clear type. 
But one may have to search for it. In 
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the book review columns of sound Chris- 
tian periodicals will be found many help- 
ful suggestions as to titles and contents. 
Once good literature is placed in the 
hand.of the. child; the parent’s own 
enthusiastic interest and enjoyment of it 
can greatly enhance its value in the 
eyes of the little one. Even the tiniest 
tot learns very quickly to enjoy hearing 
Mother read the brief stories that ac- 
company the bright pictures in lovely 
juvenile books. 

Many of the so-called “comics” for 
children are utterly to be shunned, as 
Jacking in real humor, and exhibiting 
neither art nor sense. Their detrimental 
influence on the child has been exposed 
more than once in crime records. Yet 
parents and teachers often feel them- 
selves too busy to give careful super- 
vision. of the child’s reading, and are 
often unaware of the character of the 
trash over which their children pore, 
sometimes in a secluded place, or per- 
haps in the home or back yard of a 
neighbor. 

The reading of the older boy or girl 
should be scrutinized with equal care. 
But here, even more so than with the 
small child, eternal vigilance must be 
matched by warm, true interest in that 
which is helpful, instructive, and worth- 
while. The literary tastes of the young 
people should be discovered, guided, and 
cultivated, and hobbies should be en- 
couraged. A book at times should be 
the subject of constructive discussion and 
kindly criticism, especially in pointing 
out some.of the false implications of 
evolution in scientific or nature-study 
works. Only God-given wisdom can 
adequately meet the situation, however, 
and convince rather than antagonize 
youth. The thoughtful Christian parent 
should never take a defeated attitude 
regarding anything so vital as the mental 
growth and habits of son or daughter, 
remembering that. the Scripture. still 
stands: “Train up a child in the way 
he should go: and when he is old he 
will not. depart from it” (Prov. 22:6). 

There are books with a spiritual mes- 
sage for children and young people, ex- 
cellent Bible story books and devotional 
helps, and fascinating Bible studies for the 
young. There is also considerable Chris- 
tian fiction, which at its best should, in 
a natural and unaffected way, apply the 
teachings of Scripture to the problems 
of everyday life. 

In endeavoring to lead young people 
to “choose between good reading as a 


(4) 





tecreation and some of the other lighter .- 


and-more questionable forms of enter- 
tdifitient, it will often mean “pulling 
against the current,” but it is well worth 
while: By any and every means the 
mental, moral, and spiritual life of the 
child should be safeguarded and 
strengthened through helping him to dis- 
cover the joy of companionship, the fund 
of information, and the satisfying ac- 
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complishment that come with mastering 
the contents of a worthy -book. 

To return to the title phrase, “Give 
attendarice to reading,” it is well to rec- 
ognize that what the great apostle en- 
joined upon young Timothy in +1 Tim- 
othy 4:13, was the reading of the sacred 
Scriptures, with which nothing else can 
compare. Young as well as old must 
constantly be alerted.to the need of 
reading the Book of books, that marvel 
which Matthew -. Henry : described: as 
‘shallows where a lamb could wade and 
depths where an elephant would drown.” 
The cultural as well as*spiritual worth 
of this greatest of all’ books, whose 
Author is the greatest of all teachers, 
cannot be overestimated. 

Dr. William H. Chisholm, noted mis- 
sionary to Korea, tells of a remarkable 
case of a poor, ignorant Korean youth 
who literally obeyed the apostle’s word 
to Timothy. After he ‘became saved 
and went to work in the mission hospital, 
he “gave attendance to reading” God’s 
Word. In twelve years’ time, in the 
midst of a busy life, he accomplished 
the almost incredible feat of reading 
through the entire Bible one hundred 





and sixty times, and he read practically 
nothing else. It transformed his whole 
personality. His mind was strengthened 
and saturated’ with’ the Word of 
and he became one of the hospital's best 
laboratory workers, also a skilled and 
trusted pharmacist in the drug depart- 
ment, and finally sécretary of the in. 
Stitution. Through the years, even the 
appearance of his face was changed from 
a look of dull stupidity to one of strength 
and power and character. He became 
a valuable man in: the work of the mis. 
sion. Since the ‘close of the war he 
has been reunited with his friend, Dr, 
Chisholm, in Korea, and at the present 
time is being greatly used of God in a 
Bible institute, teaching to others the 
riches of that Book which to him was 
both teacher and university. 

The Bible is indeed the fountain of 
all wisdom. It is a sword, a lamp, and 
a mirror; it is milk for growth and de- 
velopment, and bread to strengthen and 
nourish. It should be read regularly, 
consecutively, believingly, unceasingly, 


“Give attendance to reading” that Book 
e 


— first, last, and always. 
LANCASTER, Pa. 


IV. Karga’s Patience and Passion for Souls 


And other qualities that made him a real leader among his tribespeople 


By JOHN S. HALL; MA. 


This is the fourth article in the series by Mr. Hall telling of his faithful 


companion and helper, who had once been a cannibal, 


but’ who ‘was’ 


transformed by the grace of God and became very useful in the transla-" 


tion of the Scriptures. 


op same day or next day I was 
teaching the assembly of more than 
six hundred enrolléd students. The por- 
tion was the angel’s announcement to 
Mary. We came to Mary’s ,beagptiful 
dedicatory word: “Behold the sh@nd- 
maid of the Lord; be it unto me agcora- 
ing to thy word” (Luke'-1: 38). x mm’ 

“How many of you want to. be like 
Mary in her obediency) “and consecra- 
tion?” I asked. * 2» 

At once came the response, “I, -%.1,.” 
from this one “and ‘that one, arid: as it 
seemed, every other woman in the class. 

What a start this gave the teacher! 
He. was: Off to it at once. “And what 
about this Government money .obtained 
by fraud?” I’ asked. “And those cards 
you hdld illegally? And you -fathers 
and mothers, shame on,you! You ,are 
committing fraud yourselves “you 
drag your’ precious children into™ the 


shame. God have merey you ! lf 
you. do not, want His mer “get down 
on your knees, all of you; before the 


Devil and give him yourselves and hand 
over to him your whole church. But 
you may not! You are not your own 
to do. that with, you are bought with 
a price. The church is not yours to 





The series will be concluded ‘next. wéek. * 


hand over to Satan; it is the Lo 
bought with His precious blood. , Mo; 
you had better, all of you offenders, 
your sin this day and put it away, if 
peradventure God will forgive you.” | 
particularized the offense in each aspect 


in which it could be committed, and the — 


offenders of every kind who could have 
had part in the great wrong, and asked 
all to come forward who saw their guilt 
and wanted to put it away. This, too, 
I said, even though it should mean terms 
of imprisonment for them all. 

So they came: young women who held 
cards and had presented them to the 
allowance officers as wives, but bore no 
such relation; mothers who had an- 
swered' as wives; fathers and mothers 
who had let their children falsely pre- 
sent themselves as wives; and brothers 
and sisters who had let any cf the money 
received by fraud come into their hands 
for use or keeping. The whole process 
of interrogation, confession, and record- 
ing kept us oteupied till sunsct, when 
the table at which we sat to write ‘had 
to be takén outside to enable us to use 
the daylight that remained. The offent- 
ers numbered nearly thirty’ Karga was 
not among these. But what was the 
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‘old watchdog doing when the sheep be- 
sggme the prey of the Beast? Well, now, 
, atleast, ‘he had: to take his place at the 
“head of.the band of offenders and lead 
them .into the presence of the white 
political officer. 
.. The whole band, with him at the head, 
were given audience by the officer,- as 
they prostrated themselves in abasement 
at his feet and extended to him their 
allotment cards, with their confessions 
of wrongdoing. “We have done wrong,” 
they said, “and are worthy of whatever 
punishment you give us.” The officer 
agreed thafthey were gravely guilty and 
affirmed that their offense indeed called 
for.severe punishment. But, adding only 
appropriate reproof and warning for the 
future, he took in all their cards for 
correcting and dismissed them, officially 
forgiven for this time. The whole epi- 
sode was painful — with its exposure, 
confession, _and~> church discipline, the 
latter taking the form of separation from 
the Communion ‘table and deposition 
from church work for one month, with 
open restoration at the end of the period. 
‘But where else than under the Gospel 
“could one have seen such willingness to 
bare and yield the back to the rod and 
such blessed issue in' humility and dedi- 
cation? 

Now then, with these darker shades 
thus put into the picture of truth, I shall 
resume the more luminous touches of 
the earlier context, which, after all, give 
real Karga, the true inside man that 
makes him’ worth remembering. But it 
should ,be recognized that this context 

mn _which -we- now :;pass sheds helpful 
hi nt - ‘on processes that must work in 
such situations, for ,the education of a 
blood-washed: soul ‘and the building up 
of a .blood-bought .church.. There are 
yal able lessons in that. narration, as well 

“what remains to:be' told, which all 
, ‘us inay, take to heart and’ which serve 

‘the’ adriiohition | of workers, native 
foreign, in allilands..” . -. 

yh) have , Said, ‘that the doctrine of the 

Wwaopaht wonders for Karga’s 
ture as a.child ‘of God and for his 

wer and. fruitfulness 2 as His servant. I 
cannot ” say too” much” about that un- 

rying patience” of his that kept him 
be ‘unbroken hours ‘of long months 

. yeats at his spiritual father’s feet, 
with attentive ear to hear and assay 
and ready lips to pronounce and shape 
the word, <naterial of the sacred text. 

His fearlessness at his best was apos- 
tolic, when he could stand up to a very 
tornado of the opposition of demon- 
driven heathen or fiesh-dominated pro- 
fessors, 

_ Of the same high quality was his 
passion for souls, which showed in him 
at.the first and still showed..at the last. 
‘L.can see. him as.though it were but 
‘Yesterday in an early Communion serv- 
dge., He had passed the bread to, the 
ten. or so communicants and, “with the 
Plate still in hand, he turned round to 


be 8 


, behold, 
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the ctnesnhaats of uusnved in the rear 
and: held out to their. view. the plate 
and the remainder of bread. . “All this, 
remains; and for you, if~you 
will but come,” he cried, “and .Jesus 
waits to receive you.” And the accom- 
panying tone and look brought. before 
.us the o’er- -towering, all- -subduing Cross 
and the ever-living Christ Himself 
drawn near to save the lowest. x 


His faith was a firsthand thing, and his 
confession of it could be strikingly orig- 
inal and bold. One example of it will 
suffice. We were in the midweek eve- 
ning prayer meeting in the low-hung, 
grass-roofed chapel of sun-baked mud, 
whose interior for the occasion could 
only imperfectly be lit up with two 
hand lanterns, whose illumination 
seemed as much to deepen the darkness 
as to disperse it. Weird indeed would 
have been the total effect if the scene 
had been. bounded. by earth and_ had 
not had:as part and counterpart the 
higher, boundless place of the Most High, 
to which the Spirit soared in the name 
of Jesus and which itself descended to 
greet the soul, One and another rose 
and prayed arid Karga in his turn. His 
old, unsaved life had been no different 
from that of his fellows, but had known 
only its awful bondage to the fear of 
and service to the tribal dead and de- 
mon powers that shut out God. That 
fear now gone, he stood free, loved by 
his Maker, now having become to him 
his Heavenly Father, most near and most 
dear beyond an earthly parent. Christ, 
he said, had “suffered for sins, the Just 
for the unjust, that He might bring us 
to God.” Reveling in this thought, he 
went on in his praise. He had brought 
his hands together. There was the star 
of an old wound on one. With the fin- 
gers of the other he proceeded to rub 
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over that scar. And he said, “O God, 
this scar of my hand I rub, and; it’ is 
still there. I rub and I rub, and it 
cannot be removed. We trusting ones, 
we are the scars on Thy body: thou,canst 
not easily rid Thyself of us!” 

So, first Christian in that country,.and 
such a Christian, Karga from. the first 
was an inestimably helpful leader of 
his fellows. His almost infallible knowl- 
edge of their most intricate and: binding 
customs and beliefs was recognized by 
young and old of those outside and those 
inside the circle of the saved. This also 
at the disposal of the missionary guided 
him in his inescapable duty as leading 
under-shepherd of the gathering flock. 
It enabled Karga himself to make de- 
cisions and offer counsel to the young, 
and to the older ones, too, who sought 
to walk in Christ’s ways. In general 
he was not quick to speak. When any- 
one in need of counsel came to him he 
would listen. He was taking in all the 
other had to say. He was setting it all 
into the context of the normal fribal 
ways and measuring in that light the 
weight and value of the other’s presen- 
tation. _He was setting the whole case 
in the higher light of the principles of 
the doctrine of Christ and arriving. at 
a judgment. This he would presently 
deliver with. firmness and finality. 

The word palaver is not commonly 
used or known’ in America. It: be- 
comes a -familiar word to missionaries 
in Africa; and the thing it represents 
becomes almost too tiresomely familiar 
to them. It refers to a conference be- 
tween African natives and Europeans, 
and means’ generally extended formal 
talk between these two groups. ‘ Ques- 
tions are up for discussion and answer 
and much breath and much strength are 


(Continued on page 924) 





Karga and Mr. Hall in’ 1921 
Language reduction and Bible translation in progress 
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Some of the latest and best books of adventure, biography, Bible stories, history, 
missionary heroism, and fiction in the juvenile field 


Pre re of the House of David. By 
the Rev. J. H. Ingraham, LL.D. (Wm. 
Collins Sons & Co., Ltd., New York 
. 16; $1.25) This book is unusual. It is a 
new edition of a work produced some 
years ago. There are thirty-nine letters 
(imaginary, of course) written by a 
Jewish girl named Adina, to her father, 
Manassah Benjamin. This Jewish family 
lives in Alexandria, and Adina visits 
Jerusalem about the time of the appear- 
ance of John the Baptist. Each letter 
to ‘her father gives further information 
concerning the developments in and 


around Jerusalem, from the beginning 


of the ministry of the forerunner to the 
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

There is nothing dull or prosaic about 
the letters. Each one is graphic. and 
dramatic. The reader is led from one 
event to another in a very intefesting 
manner, and the accounts of things 
which are familiar in the New Teésta- 
ment are written in such.a way as to 
be able to enter into the thinking and, 
consequently, the conduct and behavior 
of those whose names appear in the 
Gospel accounts. 

The reader will not always agree with 
the imaginary details that have been 
supplied, but will nevertheless appre- 
ciate the devotion and reverence of the 
author. The whole treatment is dis- 
tinctly evangelical and deserves a wide 
reading. One could not read it without 
being edified and solemnly impressed 
with the glorious truths of the Incarna- 
tion and its implications. 


A. Land I Will Show Thee. By Marian 
M. Schoolland. (Wm. B, Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids ‘3, Mich., $2.50.) In 
the spring of 1846, Anton Berghuis often 
walked up the winding path to the bank 
of the Rhine River in Arnhem, The 
Netherlands. What drew him up this 
path?. Finally, realization came to him 
that..America was calling him. With 
every shipload of emigrants sailing down 
the river to the sea and thence to 
America, with every tale of growing 
poverty and discrimination against the 
Christians; and with every rumor ‘he 
heard at his office, Anton’s desire and 
determination to leave Holland grew. 
This is his story and that of his be- 
trothed, Anna Faber, as they cast their 
lot:' (but not together) with the emi- 
grants from Holland to the United States, 
who, amid hardships and trials of their 
faith, established the Dutch Christian 
community in western Michigan. Many 
were the vicissitures of both Anton and 
Anna before they were. at last together, 
and this book recounts them. It is an 


Any of these books may be ordered 
through the Times Book Service, 
1721 Spring Garden Street, Philadel- 
phia 30. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling. costs. 








authentic historical nove] of high qual- 
ity and of stirring events,-and presents 
a true picture of the preciousness of our 
Christian heritage of faith and freedom, 


The Littlest Christmas Tree and Other 
Christmas Stories. By -Aunt Theresa. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10, paper, 50 
cents.) Those who have heard Aunt 
Theresa’s stories over Moody Bible In- 
stitute’s radio station WMBI will be 
happy to learn that in. this little book 
there are nine more of her lovely Christ- 
mas stories which have delighted large 
radio audiences. There .is the “littlest 
Christmas tree,” who found his. adven- 
turesome way right into Aunt Theresa’s 
radio studio;.there is the peeking angel, 
who. took care of Bill when he would 
have stepped. completely out of God's 
will; there is little Su Ling, who be- 
lieved God would make it possible for 
her to give every child in the orphan- 
age a Christmas gift— and He did; and 
there are other stories, too— humorous, 
pathetic, and heart-warming, but all 
brimming over with the true Christ- 
mas spirit. These stories, although of 
particular interest to those of Interme- 
diate age, are appealing to. all ages, and 
could be effectively used on almost any 
Christmas program. 


The Wonderful Plane Ride. By R. C. 
Weir. Penny and Pete’s Surprise. By 
Ruth Lewis'L. Shuman, Forest Babies. 
By Jean J. Parrish. Kerry, the Fire-Engine 
Dog. By Frank Lewis and Alfred J. 
Corchia. (Rand MéNally &'Co., Chicago 
5; 25 cents each.) (1) Bill and Kay fly 
all the way from California to New 
York to visit thir Aunt Mary. On the 
trip they learn many interesting facts 
about planes, flying, and our wonderful 
country. (2) Penny and BPete’s surprise 
came when Mother presented them with 

a “pet that could be kept’ in an apart- 
ane house, that would fnake a noise 
without being wound up, that could be 
petted and played with”—a new baby! 
(3) Forest Babies —Buffin, the baby bear; 
Bunnifer, the ~hoppety-hop; jumpety- 
jump little bunny; Roly and Poly, the 
racoon twins; Little Deer, who earned 
a beautiful” name for himse!f; and 


Squiffy, the little show-off squirrel, who 
became a real hero— are the sweet, in. 
teresting babies that will fascinate smal] 
children, (4) Kerry, the fire-engine dog, 
becomes a mascot and hero, well de. 
serving the honor. He is a boy’s dog 
although he couldn’t be persuaded to 
leave Fireman Jim and the exciting life 
of. the firehouse. 

The Book Elf series was launched two 
years ,ago, and now numbers twelve 
titles, of which these are the most re- 
cent. Beautifully illustrated in full 
color and with stiff, laminated covers, 
the books are most attractive and will 
delight little boys and girls. They are 
an exceptional value. 


Tunnel to the Sun. By J. R. Turn. 
bull..(Wm, B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50.) ‘Nestled betweéh 
the Canadian Rockies and the coast range 
of. mountains is~- the Thompson River 
Valley. The story finds its setting near 
Kamloops, where the’North and South 
Thompson rivers join. Dougias: Fraset, 
a young U.S.-Navy flier; recuperating 
from Japanese concentration camp ex- 
periences, leaves Portland,, Orgg., to find 
solace and make readjustments in 
quiet and pleasant surroundings. An 
accident places him in.a réal Christian 
home atmosphere, which . results. ip 
finally restoring: mental and spirityal 
equilibrium, 

Adventure, thrills, hostility, ‘the ‘cap. 
ture of a wild horse, romance, ‘and Chris. 
tian fellowship all combine to prov 
the reader with genuine. interest fe 
much inspiration. The story is on te 
same high plane as other fiction by_ thi 
gifted author. The book’ merits a pla 
in every home and chureh® library in 
the land. ‘ 


Sterm of Dancerwood. By Joseph £. 
Chipperfield. (Longmans, Green &-Co, 
Inc..-New York 3; '$3.) In the fury -of 
an icy wind and the violence of dowa- 
pouring rain there was born one night, 
in the West Country of England, a dog, 
Storm, the finest Dalmatian known to 
the Dancerwood kennels of fine dogs. 
His unusual story is told on the pages 
of this book, a book that should be in 
the library of every dog lover and nature 
lover. Besides Storm, the first chapter 
introduces many of the characters of the 
book — Old Raark, the heron; Cracay, 
an ancient crow; Two-0-o, the owl; 
Reynard, the fox; Gurney, the poacher, 
and his lurcher, White ear; Rex, Storm's 
father; Dawn, Storm's mother; the mas- 
ter and mistress of Dancerwood; voles, 
otters, and other nameless creatures of 
the moors, hills, and sea- The language 
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of the book is sheer beauty — it might«» woman, not-a Christian, whois secretary 


be called poetical prose; the story is 
wholly entrancing—once started, the 
reader finds it difficult to lay aside, and, 
at the end, sighs that there is no more. 
Storm is truly a great dog — beautiful, 
strong, intelligent, faithful; a partaker 
of the nature of the wild, a protector 
of helpless creatures of. the moors, a 
companion of the.one whom he acknowl- 
edges as his master. The book is at- 
tractively bound and beautifully illus- 
trated by the artist, Helen Torrey. As 
one reads he lives in the beautiful and 
fascinating world of the natural creation. 


When I Listened to Bible Stories. By 
Elizabeth McE. Shields. (John Knox 
Press, Richmond 9, Va., $2.) An ex- 
quisitely beautiful book is this volume 
of Bible stories for the pre-school age. 
It is just what a mother or teacher would 
like to read to young children. There 
‘gre ten short stories from the Old Tes- 
tament and seventeen stories about the 
Lord Jesus from the New. They are 
learly based on Scripture, and the text 
4g indicated under each title. The lan- 
guage-and style of telling, suitable for 
the little-child, give reality and meaning 
to the familiar Bible incidents. Many 
well-drawn and delicately colored illus- 
trations, and the clear and beautiful type, 
add.to.the charm of this lovely work. 


“Twenty Missionary Stories From 
‘Around the World. By Basil Miller. (The 
Warner Press, ‘Anderson; Ind., $1.25.) 
Danise," a ‘young African woman, was 
Wot to the Lord Jesus by her Christian 
husband: * After his death, upon her re- 
fiisdl to submit® to ‘the heathen funeral 
ites, she was thrown into a great croco- 
dite, swamp, from which she miraculously 

aped some days later. Another story 
onds the adventures df a missionary 
ly “travelirig by plane halfway 
arouing © “the globe. Then there is the 
whom ‘God ‘healéd and whose tes- 
imény ‘was glorious. Other thrilling 
ies, ‘culled from many different mis- 
sos sources, tell of God’s working in 
hearts. and. lives in Ecuador, Sumatra, 
Alaska, Kenya, Jerusalem, China, and 
India,.and. one brief, bright testimony 
fromthe Dachau Concentration Camp. 
These unforgettable tales of Christian 
heroism. not only grip and entertain, but 
should stir the hearts of believers to 
thore prayer and faith for God’s chil- 
dren everywhere. 


‘The Thing Appointed. By Harold Lind- 
sell, (Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, III, 
$175:) Tomi Richards, a nominal Chris- 
tian and an up-and- -coming yoling man 
in the automobile insurance business, left 
hig first job with a well-known reputable 
Company to enter the employ of another 
iin order to advance in his chosen 

. Shortly after getting into the new 

he discovers there is a somewhat 

* deal going on in his depart- 

. and at the same time he becomes 
infatuated with the attractive young 


= 


to the company’s manager. He also be- 
comes friendly. with a young man in his 


“department, not. a Christian, and. with a 


consecrated Christian girl in the filing 


‘ department: Heére, among these’ conflict- 


ing influences, Tom finds the battle- 
ground on which is waged the skirmish 
that decides -his whole future. . Tom's 
widowed mother, with whom he: lives, 
is a devoted’ Christian, who wants the 
best, the Lord's .best, for her son, and 
who, when Tom's struggle is at its high- 
est pitch, is, taken te be with the Lord. 
At this point the plot indeed “thickens,” 
but the final outcome is most satisfactory. 
Young men and women will find in this 
story not only interesting Christian fic- 
tion, but principles that will help them 
to choose aright in making the impor- 
tant decisions. peculiar to youth. 


The Blue Cat of Castle Town. By 
Catherine Cate Coblentz. (Longmans, 
Green & Co:;:Inc.. New York 3; $2.75.) 
There is a re#i Castle Town in Vermont, 
and there may have been a blue cat 
there a hundred years ago. The quiet 
river in the valley still sings its song 
of peace and. content. The legendary 
blue cat in séarch of a home journeys 
from hearth to hearth, teaching men and 
women to sing the river’s song of peace, 
live happier; and do better work — al- 
ways to do their: best. . It is a story 
purely of fancy, with bits of history and 
folklore, wholesome lessons, and touches 
of philosophy and humor. The older 
child will follow the fortunes of the in- 
teresting and aristocratic cat to the 
story’s: end, though much therein may 
be beyond his, comprehension until in- 
terpreted by his elders.. The book is 
well illustrated in black and white. 


North Woods Manhunt. A Sugar Creek 
Gang Story. By Paul Hutchens. (Van 
Kampen Press, Wheaton, Ill., 75 cents.) 
In “The Sugar Creek Gang Goes North,” 
the first of a series of four thrilling 
stories for young boys, the mystery be- 
gan with the kidnaping of little Marie 
Ostberg. The “gang” of boys who had 
been taken to northern Minnesota for 
a camping trip had-.-been successful in 
finding the girl, but it wasn’t until after 
many exciting adventures that the kid- 
naper was really captured in the old 
Indian cemetery, which event finds its 
climax in story number two of the series 
— “Adventure in an Indian Cemetery.” 
In “The Sugar Creek Gang. Digs: for 
Treasure,” among many other interest- 
ing developments, the missing ransom 
money is located in an old ice House, but 
before the boys could get it out the story 
had to come to a close. Now, in this 
fourth of the series, “North Woods Man- 
hunt,” clues are run down, mysteries are 
solved, Mr. Ostberg’s ransom money is 
recovered, a life is saved from drowning 
—or a worse fate—and the boys with 
happy and satisfied hearts turn once 
again to home and good old Sugar Creek. 
Bill Collins, who, in his boyish way; 
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has. been the narrator throughout the 
entire series, receives a letter from home 
on the very day the boys left camp, and 
there is a strong indication that more 
good stories are on the way. The influ- 
ence of all of Mr. Hutchens’ writings is 
distinctly Christian, 


Baby’s Own Book. By Dorothy Fay 
Foster. Illustrations by Cecile .Lamb. 
(Standard Pub. Co., Cincinnati. 10; $1.) 
Exceptional is this baby record book be- 
cause it is one with a Christian empha- 


Sis. Another unusual feature is that the 


entries in the book are made in the first 
person, as if the baby were keeping the 
record himself. The baby’s weight and 
height, development in talking and walk- 
ing, and other abilities and progress, 
along with incidents pertaining to church 
and Sunday school can be recorded per- 
manently in this book. The lovely illus- 
trations are printed in soft, delicate pas- 
tel colors, and the book totals thirty-two 
pages, and has a most attractive heavy 
board cover—a baby-blanket design in 
light blue. 


Bible Baseball. By Robert T. Taylor, 
D.D. (Chicago Bible Society, 35 E. 
Wacker Dr., Chicago, paper, 35 cents; 
three for $1.) There are “840 Bible 
questions and answers graded into sin- 
gles, doubles, triples, homeruns,. sacri- 
fices, and bunts,” so that this game may 
be played with much of the life and en- 
thusiasm of real baseball. The “pitcher,” 
who puts the questions to the opposing 
team, does so with a consideration of the 
ability of the “batter” to “hit the ball,” 
i.e, answer the question. If he is 
“thrown” a “single” and is able to “hit” 
it, he goes to first base; if he is capable 
of a “homerun question” and can “hit” 
it, he gets a homerun, and the other 
players on the bases go “home,” too, 
The rules are plainly stated, easily un- 
derstood, and closely follow the rules 
of baseball. “Bible Baseball” gives a 
real incentive for Bible study, as it is 
possible to assign a particular Bible book 
from which the questions will be taken, 
thus making it helpful for the teams to 
go through a period of “spring training” 
in preparation for the game. Three 
books are needed for the game — one for 
each pitcher. and one for the umpire. 
This is no stereotyped pattern of Bible 
questions and answers, but an effective 
tool to be used by those who would 
sharpen their “sword of the Spirit.” 


The Secret of Cranberry Creek. By 
Rex Berry. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.) A _ stolen 
gold watch; a tiny map made with pin- 
pricks on a postage stamp; elephant 
tracks, and other mysterious clues, led 
to the capture of the Atomic Bum and 
the $5,000 reward money, as well as a 
couple of hundred dollars. reward. for 
the capture of a wild, circus élephant. 
It 'souinds like a pretty big order for three 
school boys and one little girl, but the 

(Continued on page 934) 
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Karga’s Patience and Passion 


for Sauls 
(Continued from page 921) 


used up in the verbal search for the 
answers. A church cannot be built up 
in Africa without these palavers. The 
churches in Tangale have had wonderful 
upbuilding. But they have had endless 
.palavers! They will have them as long 
as they keep building up. Karga was 
generally pretty fine in a palaver. He 
was fine because he was so patient and’ 
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so generally discerning or capable--of 


being made so-at a-given moment: with 


an‘admonitory word from ‘the Scripture: 


.» He was so. fearless:and in. general -so 
established in the sphere of things spir- 


itual: Towering mountains, roaring, 
bottomless seas, lowering clouds, and 
“this too, too solid” earth are God's cre- 
ation and He is there, behind them, 
among them, over them, to place; re- 
place, move, or keep as. He will. So 
is He in the spiritual .realm, and so is 
He seen by the spiritual man. 

(To be concluded) * 


What they show in gains oid losses in pupils and teachers : 


E International Council of Religious 

Education’ has just released:the Sun- 
day school’ statistics for 1947 from -in- 
formation gathered from 246 religious 
bodies in continental United States. Ac- 
cording to these reports there are 232,- 
672 Sunday schools, 2,406,505 teachers 
and officers, and 24,588,112 pupils. In 
view of the fact that the United States 
Government did not take a .religious 
census in 1946 as in former decades, these 
statistics are the best available for meas- 
uring purposes, 

However, comparison between the 
Government census and the International, 
Council statistics is far from satisfactory, 
probably due to the fact that some de- 
nominations failed to respond with equal 
fidelity to the state and the church in- 
vestigations, thus rendering the reports 
incomplete. By comparing the Govern-’ 
ment religious census of 1926 with that 
of 1936 and the International Council 
statistics of 1944 with that of 1947, it is 
possible to obtain.a fairly accurate pic- 
ture of trends in the Sunday school 
movement, ; 

The Government census revealed the 
fact that in the decade between 1926 
and 1936 the Sunday school lost 2,649,525 
pupils:' ‘The largest decreases were’ 
shown by the Northern Baptist Conven- 
tion which reported 1,052,794 in 1926, 
and 892,872 in 1936. The Disciples saw 
their Sunday school numbers dwindle 
from 1,000,416 to 761,257,.and the North- 
ern Methodists from 3,796,561:to 2,515,181. 
On the other hand, the Assembly of God 
moved forward. with an increase of over 
300: per cent; the Church of the Naz- 
arene from 109,237 to 136,227, and the 
Mennonites from 87,897 to’ 118,136. 


A: comparison: of ‘the ~ International - 


Council .statistics of -1944 and 1947. also 
shows a decrease in pupils, which would 
indicate that. despite the efforts that 
have ‘been put forth to check ‘the dis- 
astrous decline, the Sunday school has 
not. started to regain the vast numbers 
lost during the past decades.. However, 
it is encouraging to note that the net 
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loss, 21,891, is the witatiant Since 1926," 
and .that the great majority of the de- 
nominations are no longer contributing 
tothe delinquency. 

The Northern Baptists: still continue to 
lose their Sunday school pupils, report- 
ing 48,297 less in 1947 than in 1944. On 
the’ other hand, the Southern Baptists 
gained 1,238,934 during the same period. 
The Methodists also reported a loss of 
26,113, but the Free Methodists gained 
13,836 during these three years. The 
Northern Presbyterians which have ex- 
perienced perennial losses’ for two 
decades are continuing their slump, and 
report 140,115 less in 1947 than in 1944. 
But the Southern Presbyterians who 
have been making consistent gains’ with 
their plan for outpost Sunday schools 
added 5,271. The Disciples, Episcopalians, 
and some of the Lutheran bodies about 
which the Government census gave ad- 
verse reports, are no longer on the 
toboggan slide, but are not making sub- 
stantial gains. The Assembly of God, 
the Nazarenes, and Mennonités, which 
made such sensational gains. during the 
years of general retrogration, continue 
their forward movement. In fact, some 
of the smaller denominations have 
doubled their Sunday school enrollment 
since the Government cénsus was taken, 


The above statistics clearly reveal the, 
fact, that the major denominations are, 


losing far more than the, smaller bodies, 
and that the churches in the North 
rather than the South are chiefly respon- 
sible. 

It is recognized that 80 per cent of 
the members of the church come from 
the Sunday school, and that the size of 
the latter eventually, determines the 
growth. of the former. In confirming 
this, a bishop of the Methodist Church 
is quoted. as saying, “If the Sunday 
school were to go out. of business, the 
Methodist Church would be cut in half 
in fifteen years, and in thirty years for 
all, practical purposes would. cease to 
exist.” A denomination, therefore, that 
does not put forth the same effort to 
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build up its Sunday school as its church 
membership has entered into a decline 
that will eventually check its growth if 


» not reduce its numbers. 


Good church strategy would demand 
that the Sunday school enrollment ‘at 
least equal the church membership, but 
there are four denominations today that 
have more than a ‘million less: in: their 
Sunday scheols thah ‘on their - church 
rolls. A comparison - of ‘thestatistits .of 
the Internatidtial~ Council. with’ {he 
church statistics released’ by, the Federal} 
Council of -Churcles*:shows “that the’ 
Methodists today ; ‘have 3,695,789 ‘less. dr 
only 58 per cent, of. their Jaen bérship, in 
the Sunday, sehool.: The Southern’ Bap: 
tist ratio is 7% “per ecent, but: 1,962,445 
more would be required, sin the ‘Suntiay 
sehoo!l to edjual ; their , church ameniber- 
ship. The. Bresbyterian ratio, whieth at 
the beginning, of. the- eentury was. Hearly 
equal, has-dropped to 49 per. cent, and 
the Episcopalian,.-1@ ‘per cent. , -On the 
other hand, while: the “Assembly’.of Géd 
reports only 432,000 communicants, their 
immense Sunday school enrolinient gives 
that. dénomination: a prospective: _mem- 
bership of. 586,061. -The- Ménnoriites: re- 
port 53,338, communicants,. but,their. Sun- 
day school enrollment of 60.869 assures 
them of 102;033- inthe course of a-few 
years. Based. upon: the ~size . of their. 
Sunday schools, the Nazarenes ‘shodld 
increase . their »memberfship fron: 200,25 
to 519,452; ° the © Free . Méthodists> 
45,379 to 137,160: and the Wesleyan’ Meth. 
odists from 30,662 to 79,064. ‘aa “ 19 cah 


Strange as “it hay seem, , while, A 
Stinday school’ has .been Josing’. pu 
it has_ been “gainirig’ teachers; This: was, 
first revealed by the Government’ ae. 
of 1936, which: anriounced 93, 


teachers despite thie Joss; ef 5 - 
y 


pupils. Commenting upon ,fhis:sta 
revelation, Thé ‘Church’ ’ Schgol 
moter said in jits. April, 1942, baie 

»As the sca ity Of teathers | bap 
been one of the Sunday” Se ei he 
pene Be. a iy ope A a 

argement and. éxtension, yo e nea 
faced with a si apn +4 it 

y inthe ‘tearhebs 


cult to understand. 
pee ih ME. 


should mean more Dunils. 
isthe way it Has - dlways 
past. It would; thatthe the -explanas: 
tin of this exeept onal situati ee 
not._so much ‘in’ the A inber of ti tea 
as in the quality. of: teachir 
know personally that the, dag ~ 
that have been :makin ng. qohais 
since the beginnin centucy raat 
only recognize the of as the* inspt 
Word of God, but-also select: e 
and spiritual ager and.women ‘for 
teachers. We‘ also Know--.that A 
churches that have. adopted’ the courses 
of the Evangelical Teacher Treining 
sociation for the preperenine +& their 
teachers are. not owing declines. 
Teacher training is an important factor. 
for —— school enlargement and im- 
provement, and the _ strong missionaty 
and evangelistic i, that is placed 
by. the Evangelical Teacher rain- 
ing Association in its training. accounts 
for the marked advance in those schools: 
that have had the benefit of its graduates, 
(Continued on page 932) 
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LESSON 6. NOVEMBER 6.. GOD COMFORTS HIS PEOPLE 
Isaiah 40; 41; 42:5-9; 54; 61; 63: 7-9; Luke 4:14-21, printed text, Isaiah 40:27-31,; 41:10-13, 61:1-3 


Golden Text.—Fear thou not; for | am with thee: be. 
~> yea; | will uphold thee with the right hand of my rig 


Kinc JAMES VERSION J 

‘Isa. 40:27 Why sayest thou, O Jacob, and speakest, © nani, 
My way is Hid from the Lorp, and my judgment is passed over 
from my God? 

28 Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the ever- 
lasting God, the Lorp, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fairit- 
eth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his under- 
standing. 

29 He giveth power to the faint; 
might he increaseth strength. 

30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young 
men shall utterly fall: 

31. But they that wait upon the Lorp shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and 
not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. 

Chap. 41:10 Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dis- 
mayed; for I am thy God: I wii strengthen thee; yea, I will 
help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness, 

11 Behold, all they that were incensed against thee shall be 


< & 


and to them that have no 


The Lesson as a Whole 


word here rendered 


oun demaved; for | am thy God: | will rengthen thee yoo | wil ha thee: 


— tsa. 4 


ashamed and. confounded: ~ they shall be as nothing; . and. they 
that strive With thee shall perish. 

12 Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not find them, even them 
that. contended with thee: they that war against thee pen Bs 
as nothing, and as a thing of nought. 

13 For. I the Lorn thy God will hold thy oe hand: ‘waying 
unto thee, Fear*not; I will help thee. 

Chap.’ 61:1 The Spirit of the Lord Gop is upon me; beceuss the 
Lorp hath anointed. me. to preach good tidings unto the meek: 
he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liverty 
to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them ‘that: are 
bound; 

2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lonrp, and the aay ot 
vengeance of our God; to comfort al] that mourn; ‘ 

3 To. appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them 
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, fhe garment ‘of 
praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be ~- called 
trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lonp, that he might 
be glorified. 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Beuchtne, 
and used by permission. y 


Verse 28—"God fainteth ‘not, 


neither is weary .. , there is no search- 


“comfort” means 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

N_HIS gracious ministry of comfort 

God always begins by showing us 

our need and our dependence upon 
His omnipotent power. In Isaiah 40 He 
says to the prophet, “Comfort ye my 
people,” and then proceeds to instruct 
the ‘servant as to the character of his 
message. “The voice said, Cry.” Isaiah 
asked, “What ‘shall“I cry?” The answer 
was, “All flesh is grass, and all the 
goddliriess ‘thereof is as the flower of 
the ‘field’ ‘Then God proceeded to give 
a tohsoling word to His people. This 
is ever the divine order. It is not until 
wé*realize' our own utter nothingness 
and helplessness that we are in a posi- 
tion -to avail ourselves of the comfort 
which the Lord waits: to give. 

In the New Testament we see each 
person of the blessed holy Trinity en- 
gaged in this ministry of comfort. God 
the Father is called “the God of all 
comfort” (2 Cor. 1:3). God the Holy 
Spirit is spoken of four times in our 
Lerd’s last discourse to His discipies as 
“the Comforter” (John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 
16:7). -The Lord Jesus .is. called our 
“advocate with the Father” (1 John 2:1). 
The word for “advocate” is exactly the 
same in the Greek as that ‘for “com- 
forter” in John’s Gospel. -How blessed 
to be in fellowship with the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, so that one 
Can_enter into and enjoy the comfort 
they delight. to give. 

Elsewhere in this book (Isa. 66:13) we 
Tead;:“‘As one whom his mother *com- 
fortéth;*so will I comfort you.” The 


literally “to sigh with.” -As a mother 
feels for and sighs with her suffering 
child, so our God enters into our sor- 
rows and griefs, and sighs with us. “In 
all their afflictions he was afflicted, and 
the angel of his presence saved them” 
(Isa. 63:9). We wrong our own souls 
and show painful lack of appreciation 
of God’s kindly interest in us and His 
concern for’ us. when we fail to go to 
Him for comfort in the hour of distress 
and trouble. 


The Historical Setting 

The passages upon which our lesson is 
based are all taken from the second part 
of Isaiah’s great book. This is the por- 
tion which some attribute to “the great 
unknown,” or,. as. they put it, “the sec- 
ond Isaiah,” some unnamed prophet who 
wrote after the Babylonian captivity and 
whose work was incorporated into the 
Book of Isaiah by some late editor. But 
the New Testament definitely negatives 
all this and attributes this section to 
Isaiah himself (Matt. 8:17; Luke 4:17, 
18); so we need not trouble ourselves 
about such unfounded critical theories. 


Verse by Verse 

Isa. 40:27.—“Why sayest thou ... My 
way is hid from the Lord, and my judg- 
ment is passed over from my God?” It 
is easy, when distress or suffering be- 
comes prolonged, to think that God has 
forgotten or is indifferent to what one 
is going through. But. this is always 
wrong. He is ever concerned about His 
people, and in His own time will give 
deliverance; and until then His grace 
is: available to sustain’ahd strengthen 
the soul, that one may endure as seeing 
Him who is invisible, 


ing of his understanding.”. It is. not,be- 
cause of lack of power that God does 
not give immediate release from -trial 
and tribulation. His understanding is 
infinite and He is working out His. own 
counsels for our blessing when He per- 
mits affliction to fall upon us and con- 
tinue to oppress us. We must learn the 
lesson that He put before Job, namely, 
that man cannot fathom His plans, so 
should seek to submit peaceably and 
without question to His providential 
dealings. 

Verse 29.—“He giveth power to. the 
faint.” It was this that enabled Paul to 
glcry in his infirmities, that the “powér 
of Christ might rest upon” him (2 Cor. 
12:9). He will supply the - needed 
strength to meet every test He permits 
us to face. 

Verses 30, 31—“They that wait upon 
the Lord shall renew their strength.” 
Mere natural and physical powers. will 
not avail in the hour when one is called 
upon to face great mental -and spiritual 
emergencies, But they who. have learned 
to refer everything to God and to. wait 
quietly upon Him will be given. all 
needed strength to rise above depressing 
circumstances — thus enabling them ,to 
mount up heavenward as eagles facing 
the sun, to run their race with patience, 
and to walk with. God with renewed 
confidence and courage, knowing that 
they are ever the objects of -His- love 
and care. 

Chap. 41:10.—“Fear thou not; for I am 
with thee: be not dismayed; for I am 
thy God.” To know God and to cén- 
fide in Him is to be invincible. None 
can really injure one whose confidence 
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is in the Lord, for He will cause all 
that seems to be evil to work for the 
good of those who put their trust in 
Him. It is thus that fear, that deadly 
enemy of the heart, is overcome. 

Verse 11—“All they that were incensed 
against thee shall be . . . confounded.” 
God will deal with those who seek to 
injure His people, in due time. He will 
mete out righteous judgment to those 
who trouble His saints (2 Thess. 1:6, 7). 
The believer can afford’ to leave all 
in His hands and so go on in quietness 
and confidence, through good or evil 
report. 

Verse 12—“Thou shalt seek them, and 
shall not find them.” The enemies of 
God’s people shall soon pass away and 
be forgotten, but those who do the will 
of God abide forever. 

Verse 13.—“Fear not; I will help thee.” 
It is God Himself who has given this 
word. Faith lays hold of it and the 
heart enters into rest, content to know 
that He who loved us enough to give 
His Son to die for us will never fail 
those who commit their ways unto Him. 

Chap. 61:1.—“The Lord hath anointed 
me to preach good tidings unto the 
meek.” This was the passage which our 
Lord read in the synagogue of Nazareth 
upon His return there after the begin- 
ning of His public ministry. He identi- 
fied the Spirit-anointed servant men- 
tioned here as Himself—the promised 
Messiah (anointed one) who had come 
to bring deliverance to His people. 

Verse 2.—“To proclaim the acceptable 
year of the Lord.” With these words 
Jesus stopped reading, as the time for 
the “day of vengeance of our God” had 
not yet come. But all that is spoken of 
here will be fulfilled eventually. Until 
the day of vengeance arrives the Lord 
Jesus continues to proclaim the accept- 
able year of the Lord as the Gospel goes 
forth into all the world and the Spirit 
of God entreats men to believe the mes- 
sage and so enter into peace with God. 

Verse 3.—“To give unto them beauty 
for ashes, . . . the garment of praise for 
the spirit of heaviness.” This glorious 
prophecy will be fulfilled ‘literally for 
all Israel after the judgments of the day 
of the Lord have been poured out upon 
the wicked. Meantime, each individual 
soul who trusts in Christ may enjoy the 
blessings here enumerated. Christ gives 
the wedding garments of praise in place 
of the funereal attire of the mourner 
of which the ashes and the garment of 
heaviness speak. Those who have sought 
in vain for peace and satisfaction in the 
world and whose fondest hopes have 
failed may find fullness of joy and sat- 
isfaction in Christ, who is glorified in 
all His saints and who finds His joy in 
their eternal blessing. 


The Heart of the Lesson 
Our English word “comfort” is from 
two Latin roots, con, to be with, and 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
5. October 30.—The Prophets Preach 
Social Righteousness (Temper- 
ance). Isaiah 3; 5; 22; 28; 58:1-9a; 
Jeremiah 35 
Next Week’s Lesson 
7. November 13.—The Suffering Serv- 
ant. Isaiah 42:1-4; 50:4-9; 52:13 to 
53:12; Jeremiah 38:1-13 








fortis, strong. It literally means “to 
strengthen by companionship.” A child, 
with a long walk before him on a dark 
night, may be filled with fear. But if 
his father is with him to take his hand, 
all fear is gone as they walk together 
through the gloom of the night. So God 
would have us realize the blessed reality 
of His presence with us as we face the 
trials and griefs to which all are ex- 
posed while passing through the chang- 
ing scenes of time and sense. It is this 
that will keep the heart in peace and 
free the spirit from fear. Nothing can 
come to those who know the Lord but 
what His love allows and which He 
will use for our blessing as we go 
through it all in subjection to His holy 


‘will and implicit dependence upon Him- 


self. 


Lesson Outline 

1. God never forgets, even though doubts 
prevail (Isa. 40:27) 

2. The infinitely wise God cares for His 
own (v. 28) 

3. Divine resources for faith to lay hold 
of (v. 29) 

. Waiting on God brings lasting blessing 
(vs. 30, 31) 

. The cure for fear (chap. 41:10) 

. Retribution in God’s hands (vs. 11, 12) 

. A reassuring promise (v. 13) 

. Jehovah’s anointed Servant and His 
ministry of comfort (chap. 61: 1-3) 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay; D.D. 


AN you think of some Scriptures that 
C correct the error expressed in Isaiah 


40:27? 

2. What two moods .are apt to express 
themselves in the thought that God does 
not see? 

3. What are (1) the qualification and (2) 
the condition for an acquisition of divine 
strength? 

4. Why the anticlimax from mounting to 
walking in verse 31? 

5. Why are youths and young men spe- 
cially mentioned here? 

6. What quality of God’s right hand is 
spécially noted for His people’s help in Isa- 
iah 41? , 

7. What are some other qualities ‘of God's 
right hand? 

8. What significance is there to God's 
holding. our right hand? 

9. When and where did Isaiah 61:1, 2 re- 
ceive its greatest exposition? 

10. Why did Jesus stop in the middle of. 
verse 2? 


(Answers on page 931) 
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Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Someone has suggested that we may 
apply Isaiah’s words in chapter 40, verse 
31, as representing Christians or chil- 
dren of God in different ages. The 
young believers mount up with wings 
of hope and expectancy as eagles flying 
into the height of Heaven. The middle. 
aged ones are running with patience the 
race set before them, while those who 
have reached old age have come down 
to a quiet walk with God as they near 
the portals of the eternal Home of the 
saints, * 

Summaries and Applications 

God wounds that He may heal; He 
kills that He may make alive. We really 
never know Him in the fullness of His 
power to sustain and comfort until we 
have come to the end of our own re- 
sources. 

What greater privilege can we have 
upon earth than to enjoy the abiding 
presence of the God of all comfort as 
we face the perplexities and bitter dis- 
appointments that we are called upon to 
endure? ' 

If we never knew grief or pain we 
would never be able to appreciate what 
God can be to His suffering people. 

When we cry to the Lord in hours of 
distress, He does not remove the cause 
of our trouble in every case, but He 
always gives the needed grace to bear 
whatever we are called upon to endure, 

The touch that heals the broken heart 

Is never felt above; 
His angels know His blessedness, 
His way-worn saints His love. 

When in Heaven we “read the mean- 
ing of our tears” and see just what God 
was working out in our -lives, we shall 
praise Him for every. trial and affliction, 
as we see in them all the evidences of a 
Father’s love and His desire to conform 
us to Himself. , 

It is one thing to wait on the Lord. 
It is quite another to wait for Him. As 
we wait on Him we are changed into 
His likeness. As we wait for Him in 
patience we are delivered from worry 
and fretfulmess, knowing that God is 
never late, but that in His own time He 
will give the help we need. 


WINONA Lake, IND. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Mercifu! 
Father, whose love goes out to all men 
andsespecially those in distress, we thank 
Thee for the comforting promises of 
Thy Word, and for the support that 
comes from. resting upon _ them. 
Strengthen and comfort this day all who 
are in need, and when we, too, come 
into trial, may we know Thee near and 
have Thine aid. Bless Thy truth as it 
goes forth today, and make all men to 
know that their peace lies in trusting 
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and serving Thy Son. Give wise and 
Christian leaders to our land. Purify 
and empower Thy Church, and make the 
kingdoms of this world to be the King- 
dom of Thy Son, Forgive our sins and 
strengthen us to conquer temptation and 
to do those good works that lie in Thy 
plan for each one, Hear and do for us 
exceeding abundantly above all that we 
can ask or think, for Christ, our Saviour’s 
sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson—What a _ grand 
Golden Text we have today! Let us 
say it together. “Fear thou not; for I 


HEN GOD IS TEAR 
E NEED NOT F 

am with thee: be not dismayed; for I 
am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, 
I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee 
with the right hand of my righteousness.” 
This promise was given especially for 
displaced persons, and that makes it 
very up-to-date, since there are so many 
of them in the world today. The verse 
looks forward to a time when the people 
of Judah would be D.P.’s, uprooted from 
their own land, and deported to Babylon. 
Then they might think God had forsaken 
them, but despite all their troubles they 
were not to fear. God would be with 
them to strengthen and uphold. 

We may never be displaced persons, 
but we may at times be distressed per- 
sons, and for such times we can fall 
back on this great promise. Those who 
forsake their sin will never be for- 
saken by God, and if God be for us, 
why be afraid? When the Japanese were 
bombing China, a Chinese Christian fam- 
ily was caught in a raid with no dugout 
for shelter. They knelt and prayed for 
protection and came through unharmed, 
A little girl of the family then said, 
“Daddy, the Lord Jesus is the best dug- 
out, isn’t He?” She was right. For 
times of danger and trouble nothing can 
equal the blessing of having the Lord 
to see us through. “If God be for us, 
who can be against us?” asked Paul. 
And God is for all those who love and 
trust His Son. 


Vancouver, B. C., Can, 














The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Why sayest thou, ... My way is 
hid from. the Lord?” (Isa. 40:27.)—In 
the opening verses of our chapter, the 
Prophet is looking forward to the time 
when Jerusalem’s “warfare is accom- 
plished” and her iniquity “pardoned.” 
At that time, God will acknowledge 
Israel as “my people” and will comfort 
them, as a mother comforts her child. 

In verse 3 there is a reference to our 
Lord’s first advent, but He was rejected 
athe suffering Messiah, so Israel must 
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wait for His second advent when “the 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and 
all flesh shall see it together” (v. 5). 

When “the Lord God will come with 
strong. hand, and his arm shall rule for 
him” (v. 10), Israel’s enemies will be 
subdued and Israel will be regathered 
and restored.and fed by Him as a shep- 
herd feeds his flock ¢v. 11). What com- 
fort will then be theirs! 

In verses 12 to 26 of this chapter; the 
Lord is seen as the incomparable one, 
“To whom then will ye liken God?” 
(v. 18.) He measures the waters of all 
the seas in the hollow of His hand. He 
metes out heaven with a span; He com- 
prehends the dust of the earth in a 
measure; He. weighs the mountains in 
scales. The nations are “as a drop of a 
bucket.” He calleth all the stars by 
name. How silly then for Israel to 
say, “My way .is hid from the Lord”! 

He knows exactly what has, is, and 
shall yet befall His earthly people; and 
in His own time and way will effect 
their restoration. 

If Israel in all her trouble should not 
say, “My way is hid from the Lord,” 
much less should a believer in the Lord 
Jesus Christ say it. The saying implies 
that God does not see me; God does not 
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know what I am passing menadi God 
does not care about me. 

Our God is the “Father of mercies, 
and the God of all comfort; who com- 
forteth us in all our tribulation.” De- 
spite this fact, there are those who say 
with the Psalmist, “My soul refused to 
be comforted” (77:2). 

Why not be like the old lady in Eng- 
land who stood the bombings with amaz- 
ing grit, and when asked the secret of 
her fortitude amidst such frightful dan 
ger replied: “Well, every night I pray 
and then remember ‘ow the parson told 
us God is always watching, so I go to 
sleep. After all, there’s no need for two 
of us to lie awake!” 


“But they that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew [or change] their strength” 
(v. 31).—Some of the world’s sports are 
so strenuous that men in their late 
twenties or early thirties are considered 
“old” and “unfit” for them. The world 
of sports furnishes many examples of 
the statement: “Even the youths shall 
faint and be weary, and the young men 
shall utterly fall." Many an erstwhile 
athlete would give a great deal for the 
secret of renewed strength. The believer 
knows renewed moral and spiritual 


GOD'S STRETCHABLE SEVEN !! 
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“tte shall deliver, thee in ix, 


there shalt ne evil 
touch thee?wos 5:19) 





“Hast. thou not known? 
--- God--+- fainteth not, 
neither is weary?” 


(1SA. 40:26.) 
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strength results from waiting on the 
Lord. 

This verse was brought very realisti- 
cally before me last week. I had de- 
cided to walk a hundred—or more— 
miles on the John Muir Trail — which 
is practically the backbone of the High 
Sierras. (It proved to be a feat of as- 
cending and descending mountain after 
mountain.) Above me I saw the eagle 
flying. in the open heaven— which re- 
minded me of the expression, “They shall 
mount up with wings as eagles.” Before 
me I saw deer leaping over bushes and 
rocks and running to get out of my way. 
“They shall run, and not be weary” was 
exemplified. And I personally was walk- 
ing and not fainting. 


“Fear thou not; for I am with thee” 
(Isa. 41:10).—What a great source of 
divine comfort this precious promise has 
been to thousands of God’s people! I 
have observed at services where folks 
are given the opportunity of quoting a 
familiar or favorite verse of Scripture, 
that this verse is usually given. And 
the fervency with which it is repeated 
at times causes me to conclude that the 
person quoting it has felt the reassuring 
pressure of the Lord’s hand on his in 
some fiery trial. 

A little child was walking with her 
father near a swamp. The croaking 
frogs, chirping crickets, together with 
the darkness and shadow of trees fright- 
ened her. She inquired of her father if 
there were any danger of “something 
catching us”—and was assured there 
was no such danger. When she asked it 
again, the father realized his daughter 
was frightened so he took her hand and 
said, “I will not allow anything to harm 
you.” Speaking of it afterward she said, 
“All my fears passed away, for my father 
had me by the hand !” 


“The Lord hath anointed me to preach 
good tidings” (Isa. 61:1).—The Holy 
Spirit’s record of the Saviour’s use of 
and experience with this passage of 
Scripture is the best possible comment 
on it. See Luke 4:18-30. 


Wawona, CALIF, 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, one of the impressive 

facts about the Bible is that it is 
a Book: which concerns itself with every 
moment of your life, from babyhood to 
old age—yes, even before you were 
born (Psa. 71:6; Jer. 1:5). Jesus had a 
special interest in little children and 
showed His displeasure when the dis- 
ciples tried to shield Him from them 
(Mark 10:13, 14). The Bible gives 
particular attention to youth (see Psa. 
119:9; Eccles. 12:1). 
In today’s lesson Isaiah the great 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


prophet (40:29-31) is showing how the 
strength and the power of a gracious 
God is provided to the “faint; and to 
them that have,no might” (presumably 
old people, who naturally grow weak); 
but also for youth, where pep and vigor 
are characteristics—for even they 
“shall faint and be weary, and the young 
men shall utterly fall.” It is a startling 
thing to see a youth stagger and fall, 
like an old man; but there are circum- 
stances in which that very thing can 
happen. I have seen it. A youth can 
misjudge his strength. A youth can mis- 
use his vigor. Yes, he can “utterly fall.” 
This applies not only to physical strength 
but to moral and spiritual health as well. 
Visit a juvenile reformatory and it will 
make your heart bleed to see the young 
wrecks who have been sent there by the 
court. How sadly they have missed 
God’s plan for a fellow’s life! 

But Isaiah comes to the rescue with 
God’s gracious invitatien. “They that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew. their 
strength; they shall mount up with 
wings as eagles; they shall run, and 
not be weary; and they shall walk, and 
not faint.” Flying, running, walking. I 
have sometimes wondered why they 
were put in that order. Normally it 
would seem the process would be first, 
walking, then running, then flying. Per- 
haps, after all, walking is the hardest 
to do. The steady grind is tedious; re- 
quires more patience, more endurance 
— therefore more strength — more moral 
courage. There is a certain buoyant ex- 
citement in running and flying. But 
walking, steady walking, day in and 
day out and no quitting, calls for 
stamina. Those who have achieved great 
things have had to do a lot of walking. 
To the skilled musician it was the long 
hours practicing the scales. To the artist 
it was the days spent in drawing out- 
lines and learning to blend colors. To 
the Ph.D. it was the drudgery of text- 
books. General Wellington said the Bat- 
tle of Waterloo was won days before in 
his tent, planning upon his knees. To 
Moses it was forty long years on the 
“backside of the desert,” before he was 
called out to his big life work. 

Despise not the day of walking, fel- 
lows; for as you go along, time passes 
and the goal approaches faster and 
faster. When you get to be an old man 
and look back over the road, it will 
seem to be a very brief life you have 
spent. Job said to Eliphaz: “My days 
are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle.” 

When as a child, I laughed and wept, 

Time crept; 

When as a youth, I dreamed and talked, 

Time walked; 

When I became a full-grown man, 

Time ran; 

Then with the years as I older grew, 

Time flew. 

Soon I shall find, as I travel on, 

Time — GONE ! 

How wise it is for a fellow to “wait 
on the Lord” and renew his strength day 
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by day; getting the special instruction 
and guidance, which only God can give 
him, for each step of the way! 


Fontana Dan, N. C, 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
Courace THAT CoMeEs FRoM Gop 
CHRISTIAN woman had to have a 
serious operation. When she en- 
tered the hospital the night before, she 
found a card waiting for her from a 
Christian friend. On this card was our 
Golden Text for today, Isaiah 41:10, 
Who can quote it for us? When the 
Christian woman read the message she 
felt that the Lord had sent it to her 
through this friend. She learned it by 
heart and went calmly to her operation 
the next morning repeating it to her- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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self. She came through successfully. 
The nurses told her afterward that she 
was repeating Isaiah 41:10 as she came 
out of the anesthetic. All the time she 
was convalescent she thought about that 
verse, and it gave her courage to wit- 
ness for Christ to everyone in the same 
ward. 

What would give an unsaved person 
the comfort and encouragement this 
woman received from Isaiah 41:10? 
(Absolutely nothing.) Supposing the 
card she received had been sent by an 
unsaved friend, what might have been 
written on it? (“Good luck”; “Keep 
your chin up”; and the like.) How much 
would such words have helped her? 

People who do not know the Lord have 
no idea how much they are missing. 
They have absolutely nothing to turn 
to when they come to the critical mo- 
ments in life. 

Our lesson today is called, “Courage 
That Comes From God.” The woman of 
whom I told you received courage for 
her ordeal and courage to witness for 
the Lord through a message she re- 
ceived from Him. And she could have 
received this courage in no other way. 

When special emergencies come in our 
lives we realize very acutely our need 
of help from God. But the whole Chris- 
tian life is warfare, so we need courage 
every day. Some of us need courage to 
witness for Christ more faithfully to 
other students and teachers who have 
no use for God. Some of us need it in 
order to go on shining for the Lord in 
a home where He is not honored. Some 
of us need courage to tackle, pleasantly, 
tiresome jobs like washing dishes. If we 
do our common tasks sullenly, our tes- 
timony will suffer. 

Where can we get this courage? Turn 
to Isaiah 40:27-31. As we read verses 
27, 28 notice the phrases that suggest 
God’s. eternity, His. omnipotence, and 
His omnipresence. What else does. Isa- 
iah 40:28 tellus about Him? (He “faint- 
eth not, neither is weary.”) -We have 
just been reminded of His great power, 
and now in verse 28 He offers to give 
power. To whom? Strength to whom? 

Now see the contrast in verses 30,’ 31. 
Whom do we naturally think of as*the 
strongest people in the world? (Youths 
and young men.) But even the. strong- 
est may faint, grow weary, and fall un- 
der extreme pressure. What about those 
who receive power and strength and 
courage from the Lord? 

Galatians 6:9 says, “Be not weary in 
well doing: for in due’season we shall 
reap, if we faint not.” Here we find 
the very same words that we saw in our 
Passage in Isaiah. God fainteth not, 
neither is weary. The strongest ones, 
who have only natural strength, do faint 
and grow weary. Those who wait on 
the Lord shalfmot be weary and shall 
not faint. If:we obey Galatians 6:9 there 
will-be a glorious reaping. some day. How 
can we keep from fainting-.and. growing 
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weary? (By waiting on the Lord, thus 
receiving fresh strength and courage 
from Him.) What have the unsaved 
got that compares with this? (Abso- 
lutely nothing.) 

Now let us read Isaiah 41:10-13. This 
passage begins and ends with God’s 
“Fear not.” There is nothing to fear if 
He is with us, for He will strengthen, 
help, and uphold us, 

I knew a Christian girl in Teachers’ 
College who did well in all her sub- 
jects -till she came to student teaching. 
She was failing in that because her 
supervisor thought her wholly incapable. 
She was so discouraged that she was 
ready to quit college and give up the 
idea of teaching. She said, “I really can 
teach the children when my supervisor 
is not there, byt when she comes into 
the room, I am so terrified that I cannot 
think of a thing to say.” We all prayed 
for her and the Lord spoke to her 
through Isaiah 41:10, 13. Let us read it 
together. She said the Lord showed her 
that her whole trouble came from for- 
getting the Lord her Maker and thinking 
too much of the importance of her 
supervisor. When she realized that 
pleasing the Lord was more important 
than pleasing her supervisor, she got 
over her extreme fear of that lady. And 
she was able to go on teaching when 
her supervisor came in. That lady told 
her she was improving, and finally she 
finished with flying colors and taught 
successfully a number of years. What 
could have helped an unsaved girl in 
that situation? 

Our next Scripture is Isaiah 61:1-3. 
What a lovely passage this is! But who 
is Isaiah talking about? Who is able 
to ‘heal the brokenhearted, to deliver 
captives, and to give sight to the blind? 
Turn to Luke 4:14-21 and find out. In 
vetse 21° Jesus said, “This day is this 
scripture. ‘fulfilled ‘in..your ears.” He 
Himself was the fulfillment of Isaiah 61. 
He’. meets ‘the "need of everyone who 
trusts in Him. If we need help of any 
sort; Christ is the.one to look to. When 
we. need courage in any.situation, He is 
the one both able and willing to give it, 

Sixteen times over.in the Bible God’s 
people ‘are-told te “be of good courage.” 
And .cqurage is.‘always; connected with 
waiting on the Lord and being in His 
presence. “Wait on the Lord: be of good 
courage; and, he ‘shall strengthen thine 
heart”: (Psa. 27:14). 

(Assignment for next Sunday’s lesson: 
Donna, please be. ready to tell us the 
story. you find in Jeremiah 38:1-13. The 
rest.of you please write a little paper 
headed “Why I Love the Lord Jesus.”) 

FERNDALE; -WAsH, 

pe a we 


Pleasé .pray- for. ‘the- contributors and 
staff of*The Sunday. School Times, and 
for God's -blessing- on its- contents. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
God Our Helper (Isa. 61:1-4) 


OD called Isaiah to be His helper: 

“Whom shall I send, and who will 
go for us?” Do you remember what 
God sent him to do? (Isa. 6:9, 11.) 
Later God called Jeremiah to be His 
helper, and give messages of warning 
and promise to the same country. Jere- 
miah was afraid. So the Lord, in turn, 
promised to be his helper: “Be not 
afraid of their faces: for I am with thee 
to deliver thee, saith the Lord” (Jer. 
1:8). Later He told Jeremiah He made 
him like a city with brass walls so the 
people could not win over him (vs. 18, 
19). Jeremiah needed the Lord’s help, 
all right, for the people were often an- 
gry at his threats of God's punishment 
on their sins; and prison dungeons were 
not comfortable places for Jeremiah — 
but that is getting ahead to next week’s 
story and its rescue at just the right 
time. 

There were times when all the peo- 
ple in the country were scared, too. Do 
you know why? Yes, wars. _ First one 
king and then another came marching 
into. the country. Jeremiah preached 
some action sermons. Remember about 
the Rechabites and the jugs of wine? 
Another time he used a jug for a ser- 
mon, too. He called the leaders of peo- 
ple and priests into a valley just out- 
side the city — a valley where the people 
had .worshiped Baal, and even sacrificed 
their own sons and daughters instead 
of lambs and goats. “Thus saith the 
Lord Behold, I will bring - evil 
upon this place. Because they have left 
Me, and burned incense to other gods, 
and filled this place with the blood of 
innocent babies, this valley will be called 
the valley of killing. (it will be filled with 
dead bodies.) ‘This city will be destroyed. 
People will be so hungry they will eat 
their own babies.” Crash!.went the jug, 
as Jeremiah lifted it high and smashed 
it on the rocks. “Thus saith the Lord 
. . . Even so will I break this people 
and this city” (Jer. 19). 

But for those who would listen to 
God’s word, both Isaiah and Jeremiah 
had tender promises of God’s loving care 
and help. You have already read some 
of Isaiah’s: Our Memory Verse is one 
of them: “Fear thou not; for I am with 
thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy 
God” (Isa. 41:10). God’s most wonder- 
ful promises were about the Saviour to 
come; and how. He would help the. peo- 


ple. Maybe this from Isaiah :sounded 
like a Guess-Who person: ) “The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon Me:.»He sent Me 


to tell good news to humble people. He 
sent Me to cheer the sad, and to an- 
nounce freedom to the ‘prisoners. He 
sent Me to tell them when’ God would 
receive them.” In case anyone could 
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not guess who it was, the Lord Jesus 
when He lived on earth seven hundred 
years later, read this Scripture to the 
people and then said, “Here’s the per- 
son” (Luke 4:17-21). j 

On the back of your paper with the 
Bible references for this week, print 
the letters H, E, L, P, E, R one below 
the other near the left edge. Each day 
as you read you will find a word begin- 
ning with that letter, Monday an H, and 
so on. Write the word. (Jer, 30:17; Isa. 
42:6, 7; Isa. 40:11; Jer. 32:38; Isa, 40:31; 
Jer. 23:6.) 

The story is told of a little girl who 
had to go through a pasture to get water 
from the spring. She was much afraid 
of the cows, and usually went crying. In 
Sunday school the children learned to 
sing, “It’s just like Jesus to drive the 
clouds away, . . . it’s just like His great 
love.” Next day Mother noticed that 
instead of crying, May went singing 
toward the pasture. And what do you 
suppose she was singing? “It’s just like 
Jesus to drive the cows away, .. . it’s 
just like His great love.” The other 
boys and girls laughed when they heard 
May’s mistake, but the cows were her 
clouds, no doubt, 


Orono, MAINE, 
y we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and. $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and shaquld 
not be Cm from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” ference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

His Father’s Hand.—Fear thou not; for 
I am with thee: ... yea, I will uphold 
thee with the right hand of my right- 
eousness (Isa. 41:10, Golden Text). A 
minister says: “I well remember the 
time when my child, a laddie of three 
years, had to undergo an operation to 
save him from becoming totally blind. 
I was accorded the privilege of being 
in the room during the operation. My 
dear child was laid on the operating 
table. He was extremely nervous, and 
his body was quivering very much. He 
called to me: ‘Father! Father! Will 
you stand beside me? Will you hold 
my hand?’ As I took his hand the 
quivering ceased, the nervousness 
abated. ‘Father,’ he said, ‘I am not 
afraid now,’ and then turning to. the 
doctor, he said, ‘Doctor, you may go 
on now. I am not afraid!” So the 
handclasp of our Heavenly Father be- 
gets confidence and strength. Wé are 
not afraid when we feel His love-grip. 
—Fram the Christian Herald. Sent by 
J. A.-Clark, Southport, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 

It Hangs Pretty Well.—Hast thou not 


known ... . that the everlasting God, ... 
the Creator .. . fainteth not, neither is 
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weary? (Isa. 40:28.) When looking to 
God for deliverance of any kind we are 
prone to try to discover what material 
He has on hand to work on-in coming 
to our relief. It is so human to look for 
something in sight that will help the 
Lord out. Just think a moment: it is 
not at all necessary for God to have any 
relief on hand. He does not need any- 
thing to begin on. “In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth.” 
What did He make them out of? Noth- 
ing, absolutely nothing. Pretty satis- 
factory earth to be made. of nothing, eh? 
Remember, not a scrap of anything was 
used to make it. “He ... hangeth the 
earth upon nothing.” It hangs all right, 
doesn’t it? Very well, then, a God who 
can make an earth, a sun, a moon, and 
stars out of nothing can supply all your 
needs whether He has anything to work 
with or not. Wonderful, isn’t it? Trust 
Him, and He will see you through.— 
From a tract, “He Can.” Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


“You Pull and ll Pray.”—He giveth 
power to the faint (Isa. 40:29). When 
the Athenia was sunk;-in one boat there 
were sixty people, and only four were 
men who could pull an oar. Their or- 
ders were to pull away from the doomed 
ship and keep on rowing. This they 
did until the dawn, when one of them 
was so exhausted he shipped his oars. 
Then he saw the other three were row- 
ing still, and put out his oars though 
faint and almost despairing. Then he 
felt a hand laid on his shoulder, and a 
kind voice behind him said, “Never 
mind, Son, you pull and I'll pray.” He 
felt reinvizorated at once, and, soon 
after, a rescue ship hove in sight and 
took them all aboard. He has always 
regretted that in his weariness, he did 
not turn to see who the speaker was. 
But while life lasts ‘he will not forget 


to be grateful to her.—Heard in an 


Army Scripture Readers’ meeting. Sent 
by E, Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Rising Above the Storm.—But they 
that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with 
wings as eagles; they shall run, and not 
be weary; and they shall walk, and not 
faint (Isa. 40:31). One of my. friends 
stood one morning on one of the high- 
est peaks of the Rocky Mountains, bathed 
in the perfect sunlight of a perfect day. 
He looked down at his feet and a storm 
was raging in the valley. He felt al- 
most as if he could step out and walk 
from peak to peak, so heavy were the 
clouds, and he could almost hear the 
roar of the thunder and see the flash 
of lightning, for there was a tremendous 
storm raging in the valley. As he was 
looking down, suddenly. up from the dark 
clouds came a black body. He looked 
again, and still a third. time, and the 
great black object. was, a Rocky Moun- 
tain eagle, measuring seyen feet from 
tip to tip of its wings. “As.I looked,” 
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he said, “the eagle mounted higher and 
higher, clear above the clouds, and fight- 
ing its way through the storm soared 
high above my head, every feather wet 
with raindrops, and every raindrop spar- 
kling like a jewel in the sunlight; and I 
stood watching it until it was lost in 
the very face of the sun.” This is a pic- 
ture of the Christian rising above the 
things of the world.—From “And Peter,” 
by J. Wilbur Chapman. Sent by Frances 
B. Heisey, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 


The Right Order in Prayer.—But they 
that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength (Isa. 40:31). A saintly 
lady in one of our Southern cities once 
said that she was God’s spoiled child 
because He gave her almost everything 
she asked for. Those who knew her 
intimately, however, knew that she 
would not dare to ask God to give her 
anything that she did not need or that 
would not glorify Him. They also knew 
that although she prayed much, she spent 
very little of her prayer time simply 
asking God for things. Long periods of 
meditation and communion with the 
Lord were in her daily schedule. Could 
that, after all, be one of the secrets of 
genuine prayer? Could it be that much 
praying is done amiss because it is be- 
gun with “Lord, give me,” instead of 
with real communion with Him through 
His Spirit? It has been wisely said that 
the prayer of the open heart must pre- 
cede the prayer of the open hand. “They 
that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength: they shall mount up with 
wings as eagles; they shall run, and not 
be weary: and they shall walk, and not 
faint."—From “Oren Windows.” Sent 
by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 


Let It Rest in His.—The Lord thy God 
will hold thy right hand (Isa. 41:13). 
It isn’t that I cling to Him 
And struggle to be blessed, 
He simply takes my hand in His, 
And there I let it rest. 
We lift our hands in wonderment 
When unlikely things come true, 
But would it seem so wonderful 
If our Father's heart we knew? 
—From the King’s Business. Sent by 
M. H. James, Toronto, Can, 


“No Other Way but Through.”—Fear 
not; I will help thee (Isa. 41:13). 
Have you come to the Red Sea place in 
your life, 
Where, in spite of all you can do, 
There.is no way out, there is no way back, 
There is no other way but — through? 
Then wait on the Lord with a trust serene, 
Till the night of your fear is gone, 
He will send the wind, He will heap the 
floods, 
He says to your soul, “Go on.” 
—From Annie Johnson Flint. Sent by 
Mrs, M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


we 


Blessed is the man whose sins are for- 
given; where there is no remission of 
sins, there is no blessedness.—Choice 
Gleanings Calendar, 
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Lesson for iain 6 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


RIMARY children can understand 

very little of the Scripture lesson 
given for today’s lesson, so it would be 
better to center the lesson around the 
Golden Text. I hope you have made 
or bought two cutouts of Isaiah and Jere- 
miah. They will help to make them real 
in the children’s minds. Isaiah is speak- 
ing in today’s lesson, so use him, and 
make plain to the children always that 
these prophets were speaking only what 
God told them to say. 

How many children were ever scared? 
Scared of anything? Of course you were. 
I don’t believe any person can truthfully 
say he was never scared. One time I 
heard of a man who bragged that he 
wasn’t afraid of anything. He laughed 
at people who said they were afraid 
of earthquakes. One day he was walk- 
ing down a street and there was a severe 
earthquake. He was so scared he jumped 
through a basement barbershop window 
and was terribly cut with the broken 
glass. He wasn’t afraid of anything? 

Don’t be ashamed of being afraid. We 
are all, large and small, rightly afraid 
of some things: cyclones, tcernadoes, 
earthquakes, and even thunderstorms. It 
is natural to be afraid of these things. 

But our Golden Text says, “Fear thou 
not; for I am with thee.” In our language, 
Don’t be scared. Why? Because God 
is with us. He will care for us. Of 
course this is said to God’s children. 
So if you are a child who is afraid of 
things, the very first thing for you to 
do is to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and ask Him to come into your heart. 
Then you become God's child, for John 
says, “But as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on 
his name.” 

When you are God’s child, you can call 
on Him for help when you are afraid. 
Many little children know how He really 
cares for them. Once before, I think 
I told how God saved the four little 
Hillis children when a bomb struck their 
house in China. They were covered with 
plaster and sticks, but not one was hurt, 

Over and over God has protected the 
children of the missionaries. In Africa 
where poison snakes get into the houses, 
God has saved the missionary children 
from them. 

But God does more than just. protect 
from harm, He takes the fear out of the 
heart. You are not very much afraid 
if you have Daddy or Mother to pro- 
tect you, because you know they love 
you and would give their lives to keep 
you from harm. 

Maybe you didn’t know that God loves 
you even more than your parents do. 
Yes, He does. And God has so much more 
power than Daddy and Mother! Some- 
times they cannot keep danger away 
from you, hard as they try: 
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I hope every one of you will get into 
God’s family, if you don’t already belong, 
by being born into it, ‘by belief in’ the 
Lord Jesus Christ, Then you can rest 
safely in God’s care. He will never 
leave you or forsake you, no matter how 
long you live or what dangers are about 
you, 
FeLtTon, CALIF, 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 926) 

1. Job 23:10; Psalm 139:1-4; Hebrews 4:13; 
and the like. 
2. Despair 

94:7). 

3. (1) Weakness; (2) waiting (vs. 29, 31). 

4. It is not the moment of high attain- 
ment, nor the hour of excited effort, but 
the long trudge which is the supreme test 
of endurance. 

5. To indicate that human strength at its 
freshest and most ambitious is inadequate 
to the demands of life. 

6. Its righteousness (equity and fidelity). 

7. Its power (Exod. 15:6); its “saving 
strength” (Psa. 20:6); its majesty (Psa. 118: 
16); its strong affection (Song of Sol. 2: 
6); its sanctity .(Isa. 62:8). 

8. It is not only for comfort, but for the 
impartation of strength. 

9. In Nazareth, when our Lord applied 
this Scripture to Himself (Luke 4:16-21). 

10. His first coming to introduce the 
“acceptable year” (see 2 Cor. 6:2), while 
His second coming will‘herald the “day of 
vengeance” (see Rev. 19:15). 


WHEATON, ILL, 
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The Knox. Translation of the 
New Testament 
(Continued from second page) 
adhere to the Latin in the body of his 
translation, giving the translation of the 
Greek, which he evidently knows to be 

correct, only’ in a footnote. 
‘In Colossians 2:11, 12, the translation 
of the Latin words, “by despoiling the 
natural body” follows the wording of 
the Douay translation. The Greek words 
clearly mean “stripping off of the body of 
flesh” and refer to the physical act of 
circumcision. Here Knox is evidently 
confused by the Latin text. His foot- 
note says, “The Greek manuscripts have 
‘it was effected by the despoiling of 
the natural body, by the circumcision of 
Christ’; it is not clear in what sense.” 
Knox fails to see that*the negative in the 
word “not-handmade” also applies to the 
phrase “the stripping off of the body of 
flesh.” I should not say that this is any 
evidence against his competence in 
Greek, but it does seem to me that his 
following of the Latin has thrown him 
quite off the track. On this verse, note 
the textual correction in the marginal 
note in the Scofield Reference Bible, 
The Confraternity translation, St. An- 
thony Guild Press, Paterson, N. J., 1941, 
translated Revelation 2:9, “. . . those 
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who say they are Jews and are not, 
but are a synagogue of Satan,” which 
is almost identical with the common 
English translation, but a footnote was 
added which read,.“The Jews are the 
synagogue of Satan. The true synagozue 
is the Christian Church.” This foot- 
note caused a considerable amount of 
trouble when the Confraternity transla- 
tion was circulated among the soldiers 
during the late war. Knox has gone 
to the other extreme, leaving out the 
word synagogue, “. . men who claim 
to be Jews (though they are no true 
Jews; they are rather the chosen peo- 
ple of Satan).” Knox gives no footnote 
for this verse. 

Roman Catholic doctrine is of course 
brought out in footnotes. The note to 
Matthew 1:25 strongly defends “the per- 
petual virginity of our Lady.” Knox 
correctly translates “repent” in Matthew 
3:2, instead of “do. pemance” as_ the 
Douay version had it.-The Confraternity 
translation made this same correction. 
On Mark 8:27-39 Knox comments: ‘“Mat- 
thew 16:13, Luke 9:18. St. Mark omits 
here the promises made to St.‘ Peter, 
perhaps because St, Peter forbade it, 
out of humility; perhaps because writ- 
ing (like St. Luke) at Rome, he was un- 
willing to draw attention to the apostles’ 
prominence in the church, for fear of 
persecution arising.” There is no note 
on the primacy of Peter in either the 
Matthew or the Luke passage. 

There is no reference to purgatory in 
connection with the passage on Dives 
and Lazarus, but the note on 1 Peter 3: 
19, 20 seems to look in that direction. 

The best feature of the work is the 
delightful modern Enxmglish. I should 
think it might be effective in dealing 
with Catholics, 
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Latest Sunday School Statistics 
(Continued from page 924) 


The International Council also finds 
that the number of Sunday school teach- 
ers is increasing. In fact, despite the 
loss in pupils, there -were 613,289 more 
teachers in 1947 than in 1944. There is 
one teacher now for every ten pupils, 
whereas three years ago the average 


class consisted of fourteen. But again’ 
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it is to be observed that it is the smaller 
rather than the larger denominations 
that are building’up their teaching staff, 
While the Disciples report sixteen pupils 
for every teacher, the Methodists, four- 
teen, and the Nazaranes, eleven, the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance now 
have nine; the Free Will Baptists and 
Free Methodists, eight; the Assembly of 
God, seven; and the Wesleyan Metho- 
dists, six. As the above denominations, 
which report less than ten pupils to 
a teacher, have training schools that 
offer the courses of the Evangelical 
Teacher Training Association, it would 
seem that the latter has been an im- 
portant factor, not only in checking the 
Sunday school] decline, but, in the pro- 
vision of teachers, has made possible 
the exceptional gains in so many schools. 

The Evangelical Teacher Training As- 
sociation has had a steady growth since 
it came into existence in May, 1931, and 
now has 159 co-operating schools offer- 
ing its courses. As the most of these 
Bible institutes, colleges, and seminaries 
are interdenominational, its ministry has 
reached into churches of the major 
bodies, as well as being the main sup- 
port of many of the smaller groups, 
Its requirement of institutional training 
has given its graduates a preparation 
that compares favorably with that which 
the normal schools are providing for 
public school teachers, enabling them 
to conduct training classes where institu- 
tional instruction is not available. Since 
the beginning of the Association, 13,554 
diplomas have been awarded, the num- 
ber for this past school year being 428 
more than in 1948. If every one of these 
graduates conducts a training class of 
only ten prospective teachers — and 
many of them are doing this—one can 
easily see where the additional teachers 
are coming from, and how far-reaching 
are the possibilities of the Sunday school 
regaining the ground lost. 

To encourage its graduates to organ- 
ize and conduct training classes, the As- 
sociation provides an annual Founder's 
Award. This year the first award of 
$100 has been presented to the Rev. 
Alvin Bray of Chicago, a graduate of 
the Moody Bible Institute, who issued 
188 certificates of credit. A certificate 
of credit is issued to each student in a 
training class who satisfactorily meets 
the requirements for credit in a unit 
of work in the Preliminary Course. 
The second award of $75 has been given 
to the Rev. Allen C, Watson, Kokomo, 
Ind., a graduate of Indianapolis Bible 
Institute, who issued 122 certificates of 
credit. The third award was earned by 
the Rev. H. E. Willis, Hazel Park, Mich., 
a graduate of Free Will Baptist Bible 
College, who issued 91 certificates of 
credit. The Rev. William S, Brown, 
Meadville, Pa., a graduate of Bible In- 
stitute of Pennsylvania, received the 
fourth award of $25 for having pre- 
sented 50 certificates of credit, 
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Lesson for’ November 6 


An Important Commentary 
Reprinied 


(Continued from second page) 


heavens and the earth at some unknown 
period of the past. The second verse 
points to a stupendous convulsion that 
affected the earth... . The remainder 
of the chapter describes the renewing 
power of the Spirit of God in produc- 
ing light amd life and beauty from out 
of this ruin. The creative energy of 
tlie Holy Spirit operates today in a sim- 
ilar manner in the. ruined ‘nature of 
man.” ‘Thus Mr, Williams brings in one 
6f* his beautiful cormmparisons, of which 
there are. many. | Such’ teaching has 
helped this reviewer to preach to sin- 
ners. 

Do you desire to know “how firm a 
foundation is laid for your faith”? It 
does not take one long to discover what 
Mr. Williams thinks of the origin of the 
Scriptures. The more he. studied, the 
firmer he found the foundation. Only 
a few examples .can be given. He 
crushes the false teaching of the “two 
Isaiahs” in the following manner: 

.“The hypothesis of two Isaiahs was 
proposed by Voltaire, passed on by 
Payne,..and accepted by some modern 
scholars. It attacks inspiration, for the 
Holy Spirit, in the New Testament, gives 
twenty-one quotations, ten from the for- 
mer portion of the prophecy, and eleven 
from the latter, declaring them to be 
by Isaiah, whom he mentions by name. 
If there were two Isaiahs then has the 
Holy Spirit erred; and the Scriptures 
are consequently unreliable as an 
authority, for he who errs in one point 
can err in many.” 

He often calls attention to the supe- 
rior translation of the Revised Version, 
but he criticizes its rendering of 2 Tim- 
othy 3:16, “Every scripture inspired of 
God.”” He. believes..that “all Scripture 
is given. by inspiration of God” is proved 
to, be the proper translation by eight 
similarly constructed passages, i.e., Ro- 
mans 7:12; 1, Corinthians 11:30;.2 Corin- 
thians 10:10; 1 Timothy 1:15; 1 Timothy 
2:3;,1 Timothy 4:4; 1 Timothy 4:9; and 
Hebrews 4:13. “The R.V. correctly trans. 
lates these eight as in the A.V., .but 
arbitrarily alters 2 Timothy 3:16. But 
if this construction is applied to the 
other eight passages, which would have 
been _consistent, its falseness at once 
appears, ” He is-especially good in har- 
monizing the supposed discrepancies of 
thé Bible. This feature should be of 
great value -to young Christians. He 
speaks of fulfilled prophecy as “one,.of 
the*-many overwhelming proofs of in- 
spiration.” There are no nicks in. the 
Swofd which the Holy Spirit placed in 
the hands of this loyal soldier. 

«Do. you desire the best illustrations in 
teething this wonderful Book? Allow 
Mr:.Williams to show you that they come 
, from the Bible itself. He will open to 
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you an abundance of teaching material 
in the historical portions of the Old 
Testament. A good example of this is 
the account of the unnamed prophet of 
1 Kings 13. Here this reviewer received 
his inspiration for a sermon he has had 
much satisfaction in preaching. 

- Do you desire to see God dealing with 
man in the dawn of history? The com- 
ments on Job and his friends are of 
great value. This book “explains the 
problem of why good men are afflicted. 
.. . It is interesting that this difficult 
question should be the first taken up and 
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Pronunciation Guide, The Child’s Story Bible stands 
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for. the home and school. 

This complete Bible narrative gives in 
simple, dignified ‘language a clear under- 
standing of the trend and purpose of the 
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in colorfél, personal style, the stories are 
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“No book has appeared in this generation that could be more useful in home and ‘church lite, 


than Vos’ Child's Story Bible. 
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answered in the Bible.” Meet Job’s 
three friends. and listen to their teach- 
ing, which God condemned. Eliphaz 
represents the man of science, Bildad 
goes back to tradition in an effort to 
prove Job a secret sinner and a hypo- 
crite. Zophar was a moralist, he be- 
lieved in salvation by merit, and thereby 
sought to prove that Job must be a 
wicked man. In the time of his vindica- 
tion, Job’s property was doubled, why 
not the number of his children? George 
Williams will tell you why. 

If you want to know the theology of 
a people you will find it in their hymns. 
The chief hymnbook of the Hebrew peo- 
ple was the Book of Psalms... Mr. Wil. 
liams looks upon this book as “a volume 
of prophecy; its principal predictions 
concern the perfections, the sufferings, 
and the succeeding glories of the Mes- 
siah.” You may not agree with the 
commentator that so many of the Psaims 
are Messianic, but nevertheless he will 
lead you again and again into the pres- 
ence of the Saviour. 

The comparatively modern and unat- 
tractive name of “Chronicles” no doubt 
has turned many from the study of this 
very valuable portion of the Word. Al- 
low Mr. Williams to lead you into the 
treasures of these books. He calls at- 
tention to their place as the concluding 
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part of the Hebrew Bible and probably 
the last written before ‘the coming of 
Christ. Here is “set out the faithful. 
ness of God to ‘the eléction chosen by 
grace.” God’s name for what we call 
Chronicles is, “ ‘The Words of the Days,’ 
or, in modern language, ‘The Diary” 
but how intensely interesting —a diary 
kept by God!” 

“What think ye of Christ?” is still 
the most important question that can be 
asked. The loyalty of Mr. Williams in 
discussing the person of his Lord comes 
out again and again. To him He was 
virgin born, “The child was not the seed 
of man, but of a woman. mysteriously 
energized by the Holy Spirit.” Yet He 
was truly a human being as well as God. 
He accepts the miracles and at times 
waxes eloquent in his description of 
them. His summing up of the meeting 
of Nicodemus with Christ is especially 
helpful: 

“So the whole of this sectién brings 
forward the fundamental fact of sin; its 


doom; the hopeless moral condition of; 


the sinner; the one and only door of 
salvation through a crucified and aton- 
ing Saviour; the necessity of the new 
birth; and the fact that that birth takes 
place when the sinner intrusts himself 
to Jesus as Saviour.” ' His harmonizing 
of the accounts of the resurrection is 
also valuable. 

As this reviewer has used this com- 
mentary, he finds that, through the 
years, he has marked many striking pas- 
sages. Many of his settled views in re- 
gard to the Scriptures can be traced here. 
He longs for his brethren in the Lord 
to have the same blessing that has come 
to him. Of course you will not agree 
with everything that is written by an 
uninspired man. A remark of Dr. G. 
Campbell Morgan comes to mind. He 
used to say that there was only one 
harmony of the Gospels with which he 
could agree. That was the one gotten’ 
up by G. Campbell Morgan. George 
Williams evidently sat at the feet of the 
Great Teacher and sought His blessing. 
The one who reads his meditations on 
the Scriptures will also receive a bless- 
ing. Best of all he will learn to meditate 
himself on God’s Book. Finally he will 
cry out with David, “O how love I thy 
law! it is my meditaticn e211 the day.” 
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New Books for Young Readers 


(Continued from page 923) 


author works it ‘all out in storybook 
fashion, and the reward ‘comes just in 
time to pay the debts that had accumu- 
lated over a long and trying time of 
illness. Tim -was the oldest of the three 
Tinkers and the most dependable; Joe, 
the one who tells the story, was the 
biggest around the middle, and the slow- 
est; and Sal was their pretty. little. sis- 
ter. Then there was Lem, a schoolmate 


of Joe’s, who was led to know the Lord : 
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through his association with Tim and 
Joe. The story was written for boys 
and gitls of from eight to fourteen. 


Jack Dawn and the Wizard of the Woods. 
By Joseph’. Welter Coughlin. (Van 
Kampen. Press, Wheaton, Ill., $1.50.) 
Camp.-Chippewamac, on the shore of 
Lake Huron, is the home base for this 
story of camp life, mystery, and adven- 
ture. Jack Dawn, a teen-age Christian 
lad, and his two friends, Chris Carlson 
and Andy MacFarlane, from his home 
town, spend the summer at camp, and 
they have a strange faculty for thrill- 
ing experiences. It was Jack’s little dog, 
Sherlock Holmes, that discovered the 
trail that led to the cabin of Mark Forest, 
naturalist and “wizard of the woods.” 
Because of the friendship that developed 
between the boys and this man of God, 
mysteries are solved and evildoers ap- 
prehended. Just as important a place 
is given to personal work, Christian mis- 
sions, prayer, and witnessing as to hair- 
faising adventure. Young boys will be 
gripped by the story, and they cannot 
help but be- greatly impressed with the 
Christian character of these normal, 
ted-blooded fellows who really live. 


Sing a Song for. Jesus, Selected and 
arranged by Mildred Morningstar, Illus- 
trated by .Mary. Fedorow, (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., paper, 
50 cents.) Little tots love to sing for 
Jesus, and Miss Morningstar has ren- 
dered a real service to every young 
mother and teacher of little children in 
selecting and arranging thirteen of the 
most attractive Gospel songs for chil- 
dren. The paper cover has an attractive 
picture, in full color, of several little 
boys and girls who are being led in song; 
and there are fifteen pages, attractively 
illustrated and containing the music and 
Words of such well-known songs as, 
“Jesus Loves Me,” “Two Little Hands,” 
“Into My Heart,” and “This Little Light 
6f.Mine.” Mothers will be glad to have 
the words and music of the songs their 
little ones are beginning fo learn in Sun- 
day school, 


Stories:-I Love To Tell. Compiled by 
Gladys. Mary Talbot. (Moody Press, 
Chicago 10; paper, $1.25.) It has been 
said that “storytellers are not born; 
they are made.” Miss Talbot, instructor 
of “Story: Telling” at the Moody Bible 
Institute, has produced this little book 
with the purpose in mind of making 
better storytellers. There is a short in- 
treduction by Harold E. Garner, Cana- 
dian representative of the Teacher 
Training Association, which sets forth 
the heed for stich a book and the ex- 
ceptional qualifications .of the author. 
Next is given valuable suggestions, in 
simple outline form, on the “Prepara- 
tion and Presentation of a Story.” Twen- 
ty-two short’ stories, which Miss Talbot 
Says she loves to tell, are then given. 
They are classified under the following 
beads: Christmas, Easter, Thanksgiving, 
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Patriotic, Surrender, Service, Growth in 
Grace; and Mother’s Day, and have been 
selected from among the best of those 
written by the students in Miss Talbot's 
Story Telling Class at Moody, and from 
a number of outstanding authors and 
Christian publications. . Children’s work- 
ers will find this book to be a valuable 
aid. 


Prairie Printer. By Marjorie Medary. 
(Longmans, Green & Co,, New York 3; 
$2.75.) Tom Kenyon, orphaned son of a 
roving printer, had made his own way 
in the world for two years. For ten 
months of that time he served an ap- 
prenticeship on an Ohio newspaper, and 
he never forgot the feel of the type and 
the smell of the paper and ink, for he 
was born to be a printer. The story 
of how Tom, in 1856, crossed the Missis- 
sippi, to travel to his sister’s farm on 
the Iowa frontier, of the hardships and 
also pleasant experiences he passed 
through en route, of the searifice he was 
willing to make because his sister needed 
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Still only 35 cents each. fe) 
(New Title) “BIBLE PICTURE BOOK.” 32 


all in full 


color—5 from Old Testament and 27 from the ie of Pic- 
tures are 5 x 7 inches with three lines of text explaining each. 


“BIBLE CHARACTER JEWELS.” 12 Bible stoties -trom 


“STORY HOUR SERIES” represents 
the best and biggest value among juven- 
ile books. Uniform size 6%4"’ x 9°’, each 
with.64 pages (except. Bible Picture 
Book). Attractively printed with 
color throughout and richly illustrated. 
Bound in heavy full color two-ply covers. 
Price unchanged through the years, still 
only 35 cents each. 


Mail Coupon Today! 


“How can you do it at so low a price?” 
say thousands. Must be geen to be ap- 
preciated. These books make perma- 
nent contribution to the knowledge and 
character of grewing children. Use 
coupen — Mail order to your book dealer 
or direct to publisher. 


ence 
METROPOLITAN CHURCH 


ASSOCIATION 
Dept. ST Waukesha, Wis. 


Joseph and Moses through Mary and Timothy, each in modern 
setting. 13 full page illustrations, 7 in 4 colors. Ages 7to'l2. 
“SUNNY HOUR STORIES.” True life tales abdut school, 
play, and home. 70 illustrations in color. Ages 8 to 11. “ 
“BIBLE PRIMER.” Bible stories hooutially told. 19 full 
color masterpiece illustrations. Ages 3 to 6. 

“BIBLE ABC BOOK.” Illustrations, rhyme, and short Bible 
story for each letter. Ages 4 to 8. 

“BEDTIME STORIES.” Recently published. 43 photographi 
illustrations. Coloted borders. Ages 7 to 11. 

“HAPPY HOUR TALES” of adventure and character building. 
38 illustrations. Ages 7 to 11. 

“FAVORITE BIBLE STORIES” drawn from the lives of 
Old Testament heroes. Ages 7 to 11. , 
“FIRESIDE TALES.” 73 two-color illustrations. Ages 7 to.11. 
“PATHS OF UPRIGHTNESS.” 75 stories—colored illus- 
trations. A real teaching aid. Ages 10 to 15. 

“STORIES OF JESUS.” 41 illustrations. 15-in full color. 

Ages 7 toll. 
“A ‘HIVE OF BUSY BEES.” Teaches children to “Bee” 
, polite, grateful, etc. Over 60 illustrations. Ages 10 to 15. 


METROPOLITAN CHURCH ASSOCIATION, 
Dept. ST, Waukesha, Wisconsin 
Please send copies of “Story Hour Series”~—quantity and 
titles indicated by initials below. 
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him, of the long separation from red- 
haired Molly, his sweetheart, and of 
how he endured it all because of an 
overwhelming desire to make something 
worth while of his life, all contribute 
to a tale that is. fascinatingly interest- 
ing. The best part of all is that Tom 
reaches his goal, and even beyond what 
he had hoped for. Because the story 
cannot in any way be classified as.Chris- 
tian fiction it is: not surprising that 
dancing is considered proper and Sun- 
day outings. are not questioned. Other 
than this, the book can be heartily rec- 
ommended, 


This Way To the Harvest. - By Bob 
Pierce and Ken Anderson. . (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $1, 
paper.) The two authors, one of whom 
is vice. president of Youth for’ Christ, 
International, and the other an out- 
standing Christian journalist and author, 
toured China by plane; seeing in a few 
short weeks what once would have taken 
a year. Their vivid and well-described 
impressions of that land make scene after 
scene unroll. before..the..reader’s. eyes. 
There is much to stir the keenest inter- 
est in. China and its miblions,~tragedy 
and pathos, lightened with touches’ of 
real humor. 


But these-travelers are’ not tilere for . 


mere sight-seeing; they are on thé Mas- 
ter’s business, seeking for souls: They 
meet the missionaries, the few laborers 
in a great: harvest field,. heroes ,unac- 
claimed. Representing-Youth for Christ 
to the thousands of Chinese young peo- 
ple, students, particularly~ they are for- 
tunate in securing excellent interpreters, 
and they preach the Gospel in the power 
of the Spirit. The description of. those 
meetings, who could ever forget! Hun- 
dreds, even thousands, listen attentively 
to the message,".and when the, gifted 
Chinese evangelist extends the. -invita- 
tion, hands go-up, truly like: wheat ready 
to harvest.. On one occasion more than 
twenty thousand men, women, and chil- 


‘ dren stood listening to the Gospel from 


six o’clock until nearly eleven, and 
those who signified their desire to know 
Christ. could not be counted or num- 
bered.. 

There are authentic and unforgettable 
tales of Chinese Christian heroism. .And 
as the Youth for Christ’ ambassadors 
leave, they are given -a: charge.to tell 
Christian young people in’ America of 
that harvest field waiting — truly a land 
of need and of opportunity — should the 
door remain open. 


Little Talks to Boys and Girls. By Ava 
L. James. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $1.) Boys and girls of 
Primary and Junior age may easily be 
impressed with the great truths of God’s 
Word. Mrs. James, the wife of a Bap- 
tist pastor in Atlanta, Ga., has selected 
sixty-two choice Bible texts, within the 
understanding of young boys and girls, 
and on each verse has written a one- 
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page exposition in simple, appealing lan. 
guage that will bear rich fruit in young 
lives. The topics are on such subjects 
as: Shining for Jesus, Listen to the 
Lord, Don’t Be Afraid, A Good Name. 
Forgiving Others, Lying, Forgetting, Our 
Saviour from Sin, and many others 
equally appropriate. Mrs. James has 
three children of her own, and is an 
experienced worker with young people 
Her book may be used effectively ip 
family devotions, being read to or by ‘the 
children. 


Eagle of the Sea. By Bruce Grant, 
(Rand McNally & Co., 536 S, Clark St. 
Chicago 5; $2.50.) The thrilling story of 
the famous frigate Constitution, or “Old 
Ironsides,” is here told for boys by one 
who has made a thorough study of that 
gallant old ship for many years. Bruice 
Grant’s swiftly moving narrative is, ap- 
propriately illustrated with pen and ink 
drawings by Gordon Grant — not related 
to the author —a marine artist: of inter- 
national reputation who painted the .offi- 
cial picture of the Constitution which 
was hung in the White House. The his- 
torical details are accurate, but unob- 
trusively woven into a good story -that 
carries the reader along through the 
building of the sailing vessel in the 
Boston shipyard, her launching, her 
coastal skirmishes, her victory over 
pirates in the Mediterranean, and her 
famous battle in the War of 1812 with 
the frigate Guerriére. Ebenezer Terrill 
is the young hero, who helps build the 
ship and later joins her crew; and Tobias 
Smith, his bosom friend, becomes a fniid- 
shipman in the Navy and is assigned ‘to 
the Constitution. This is a clean, wholt- 
some story, without one swear word, 
and only one or two very casual refer- 
ences to pipe smoking and dancing.. The 
descriptions of the fine timbers tliat 
went into the hull of the Constitution, 
her rigging, and her armature are. ia- 
structive. There are lively battle scenes 
and rescues of officers and men. who 
have been captured by pirates. The 
final victory for the brave ship is won 
when she is saved from being scrapped, 
partly by Oliver Wendell Holmes’ poem, 
“Old Ironsides.” A few pages in -the 
back are given to high lights in the ‘his- 
tory of the Constitution, a “Chronology 
of Dates,” and a list of famous models 
of “Old Ironsides” with. their present 
location. All together this is a delightful 
and worth-while book to give to boys in 
their teens. 


A Picture Dictionary of the Bible. By 
Ruth P. Tubby. lJIlustrated by Ruth 
King. (Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nash- 
ville 2, Tenn., $1.50.) Nearly four hun- 
dred Bible words are defined in simple, 
understandable language, and 145 attrac- 
tive illustrations are used throughout 
the 64 pages of the nook. The publisher 
states that the “text and pictures have 
been checked by authorities of Protes- 
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Tlesson for November 6 


fant, Catholic, and Jewish faiths,” so it 
jg not surprising that baptism is defined 
as “a religious ceremony of admission 
to a church; the sacred Christian cere- 
mony of initiation,” and that Messiah is 
said to be “the expected savior and de- 
liverer of the Hebrew people.” How- 
ever, since the purpose of the book is 
not to teach religion, but to define some 
of the more difficult words in the English 
Bible it may safely and profitably be 
used among boys and girls. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, November 6 


I. Wanted: Christianity 
(John 12:20-26) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


EW of us in America comprehend 
ad de.eat and the occupation of 
their land Ly a foreign power has meant 
to the Japanese people. The very foun- 
dations of their thinking have been 
swept away, and it has been necessary 
for them to acquire an ‘entirely new 
concept of government, religion, social 
customs, and international relationships. 

Their leaders had taught them to be- 
lieve that their Emperor was divine and 
must be worshiped. Their government 
was absolute and in no way subject to 
the will of the people. Their army and 
Ravy were thought to be invincible and 
able to impose the will of their govern- 
ment cn any nation or group of nations 
on the earth. 

Then’ came defeats, devastation of 
cities and production centers, and finally 
the terrible atom bombs and surrender. 
The armies of occupation took over their 
government, their Emperor became a 
virtual prisoner, and the people saw 
their leaders, both civilian and military, 
in whom they had placed all their trust, 
tried and condemned and punished as 
war criminals, 

. But still another amazing change of 
mind forced itself upon the people. The 
occupation forces, viewed at first.as con- 
quer.ng enemies, and fully.expected to 
act as their former leaders would have 
done in a similar situation ruthlessly 
and cruelly stamping out every iota of 
résistance, were found to be just and 
merciful and willing to assist the stricken 
people to their: feet and to bind up their 
wounds and te help them to establish 
self-government and to prepare once 
more to take their place among the 
Nations of the world, not as the satellite 
of a conquering nation, but as a self-gov- 
€rning, self-respecting people. 

All this has had a profound effect upon 
the Japanese people, and many ‘sought 
to learn just what it is that makes their 
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conquerors, first of all, so successful, and, 
second, so merciful.and willing to help 
their nation... Their confidence in their 
former religion has been shattered, and 
it is inevitable that they should inquire 
about Christianity and seek to under- 
stand what is its source of power. 


ve 


Now it must not be supposed that 
Japan as a whole is prepared to accept 
Christianity. wholeheartedly. The Occu- 
pation Forces, in spite of all the rehabil- 
itation work that has been done, have 
not always been true examples of Chris- 
tian living. And it is true that the 
element of success has a great appeal 
to Japanese thinking and anything that 
will bring success will be welcomed and 
used by many, without a real change of 
heart. 

Nevertheless, the Japanese people are 
inquiring about Christianity, and true 
believers as never before have a mar- 
velous opportunity to give them the 
Word of God and to present Christ as 
the only Saviour from sin and the only 
hope of the world. In so doing they will 
not only be .winning the Japanese to 
Christ, but will also be helping them 
to understand and adopt a democratic 
way of life. 


General Douglas MacArthur, Supreme 
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Scripture Choruses 


by Robert Harkness 





One hundred sixty-five choruses on 
different portions of the Word. * 


Attractive gray paper book, 75cents, 
postpaid. 
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—__ For YOU weet Money Cos 
PILGRIM 
EDITION 
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HOLY BIBLE 


aa iein? Ries -aledh Authorized King James Text 


Tae lee cones ns .. . the first annotated Bible ever prepared 


Paper; 1760 pages; page especially for YOUNG CHRISTIANS! 


‘size, 5g” x 794”. 





Outstanding Features 
The following outstanding features are included: clear, easily read 


type; simple, direct annotations actually on the page where needed; 
modified self-pronunciation; special introductions and chapter sub- 
heads; complete index which catalogs nearly 4000 notes; historical 


data; chronologies; and maps specially drawn for this edition. 





HARRY A. IRONSIDE, LITT.D., says: 


“This new, annotated edition of the Scriptures 
is designed to help young people particularly 
in their study of the Bible. The notes are not 
too extensive, but are clear and concise, and 
give just what the earnest student needs in 
order to enable him to understand some of 
the difficult passages and to co-ordinate the 
teaching of the Word.” 





This New Pilgrim Edition sells for $4.50. But the Sunday 
School Times Company will give this Bible to anyone sending 
in TEN NEW twenty-two weeks subscriptions to the Times at 
$1-each. This offer applies on/y to subscriptions in the United States. 


_A post card-mentioning this offer will bring you some sample 
‘copies of the Times, an order blank, and circulars. 


When you obtain ten subscriptions, send the names and ad- 
dresses (with zone numbers) with a remittance of, $10. Upon 
receipt, the names go on our mailing list, and your copy of this 
unusual Bible will be-sent to you immediately. 


Send all subscriptions at one time 


—FHE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
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Commander for the Allied Forces jn 
Japan; said, in part, some months ago, 
in a letter to Dr. Holdcroft, general sec. 
retary of the Independent Board for 
Presbyterian Foreign Missions: 

“An unparalleled opportunity exists at 
the present time to assist in the re. 
orientation of the Japanese people 
toward our democratic principles by 
making Christianity available to them. 
I am deeply appreciative of the com. 
prehensive assistance which has been 
rendered by Christian missionaries jn 
Japan in furtherance of the aims of the 
Occupation. It is my hope that you may 
find it within your power to increase 
your work in Japan in the future.” 


PHILADELPHIA, 
4 


Dr. Barnhouse Leaves 
Revelation Magazine 


EVELATION magazine, begun by 
Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse nine- 
teen years ago and edited by him ever 
since, has brought out its October issue 
without his name, or any articles by him. 
A statement issued by Dr. Barnhouse 
declares in part: 

“Because of a moral difference with the 
stockholders in a matter concerning re- 
marriage after divorce of one of the 
directors, such 2 division was caused that 
all the regular contributors to the mag- 
azine and many of the occasional con- 
tributors have discontinued their work 
for the publication, joining Dr. Barn- 
house in his stand and in his decision. 
They felt that-they had no course left 
but a complete severance with the pub- 
lication. Negotiations were carried on 
for several months and every attempt 
was made to explore all possibilities of 
settlement, but without success. .. . 

Dr. Barnhouse has no copy of the 
Revelation mailing list. Therefore “it 
is requested that all subscribers to 
Revelation who wish to stand with Dr. 
Barnhouse and the other men who have 
made the magazine what it has been, 
shall write hint personally for informa- 
tion about Eternity, a new magazine be- 
ing started to carry on his ministry in 
print. Dr. Barnhouse will be the editor. 
Write to him at Box 2000, Philadel- 
phia 3.” 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 
October 31 to November 6 

Mon.—Isaiah 40:1-8. God Speaks to Man. 
PraYER SUGGESTIONS: “The word of our 
God shall stand for ever.” God’s Word 
has already stood the test of centuries. 
The words of Christ are available to all 
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postage. 

Foreign: add 50 cents per year, for 
postage. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








the world after the lapse of nineteen hun- 
dred years. That they will last through- 
out all of time is apparent; and cer- 
tainly the God who said the words which 
will endure forever, centuries before we 
were born, can also see that they will 
endure throughout all ages, world with- 
out end. If people would read the Bible 
as diligently as they do arguments 
against the Bible, we would have a re- 
vival unparalleled in human _ history. 
Pray for a revival of Bible reading. 
Tues.—Isaiah 40:20-31. Courage From God. 
PRAYER SuccEsTions: “He giveth power 
to the faint; and to them that have no 
might he increaseth strength.” Faith in 
God insures encouragement from God. 
He supports the fainting head and puts 
courage to dare and do in praying hearts. 
“They that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength; they shall mount 
up with wings as eagles; they shall run, 
and not be weary; and they shall walk, 
and not faint.” Pray that you may pray 
more alone, avid on suitable occasions 
with others, for strength for witness and 
work. 
Wed.—Isaiah 41:1-10. The Source of Strength. 
- Prayer Svuccestions: “Who hath 
wrought and done it, calling the genera- 
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tions from the beginning? I the Lord, 
the. first, and with the last; I am he.” 
Only God’ éan give us inward strength 
for life and godliness. Blessed is the 
man whose strength is in God. He can 
go through the “valley of Baca” and 
make it a well. Is God your strength 
and your shield? Then your heart need 
not fear though a host rise against you. 
Pray that you may rely on the Lord 
fully and not on yourself and on men 
weak as you are in the conflicts of life. 
Thurs.—Isaiah 41:15-20. Ged Cares fer All. 

PRAYER SuccesTions: “When the poor 
and needy seek water, and there is none, 
and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the 
Lord will hear them, I the God of Israel 
will not forsake them.” It is true that 
God cares for all. By His hand all are 
fed. He maketh his sun to rise upon 
the evil and the good and gives rain 
from heaven to them that fear Him and 
them that fear Him not. But He takes 
a special. interest in them that fear Him. 
There is a distinction between them that 
love God and them that hate Him. But 
even to His enemies He is kind, and His 
goodness is intended to lead them to re- 
pentance. Pray for a greater apprecia- 
tion of the love of God to mankind and 
to the Church. 

Fri.—Isaiah 61. The Good Society. 

PRAYER SuccEstions: “The seed which 
the Lord hath blessed.” The apostles 
and early Christians were in a blessed 
society. And since the founding of the 
Church by Christ, into the blessed fel- 
lowship of apostles, martyrs, confessors, 
and all other friends of God, multitudes 
have been gathered. They are the 
blessed of God. They are the true 
brothers and sisters of Christ. They are 
the children of the Kingdom. Pray for 
the increase of God’s Church, 
Sat.—Isaiah 64:4-12. God Our Father. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “But now, O Lord, 
thou art our father; we are the clay, 
and thou our potter; and we all are the 
work of thy hand.” ‘Blessed are they 
who are called the “children of God” 
and can truly call God “Father.” It is 
a great thing to be a creature of God, 
but an infinitely greater thing to be a 
child of God. God will have no difficulty 
in recognizing His own. Born of Him 
they are members of Christ, and the 
proof-of this to the world is that they 
are new creatures. Pray for the con- 
version of multitudes. 

Sun.—lIsaiah 63:7-9. 
The Loving-kindness of God. 

Prayer -SuccestTions: “I will mention 
the lovingkindnesses of the Lord.” When 
we count’God’s blessings to us through 
Christ, and His favors down through the 
years of life, we have a testimony to 
give to others of God’s graciousness 
toward us. If we thought on His loving- 
kindness more, our hearts ‘would burn 
more within us. Pray that your lips 
may lisp His praise in more frequent 
witness for Him, . 
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make you and us safe on these books! Books and pamphlets by Evangelist 
John R. Rice, D.D., Litt.D., have reached the enormeus circulation. of .7- 
million copies. They are so deeply and soundly Scriptural, so life-changing in 
spiritual power, so simply and yet pugently written with the zeal and chatm 
of warm-hearted evangelism that they have received thé praises of spirit- 


ual giants, are ipproved by fundamental leaders everywhere. 


Therefore, 


WE GUARANTEE these books unconditionally. Buy any: book on this page 


with full assurance. 


If it is not Scripturally sound, spiritually powerful, 


reasonably priced- not what you wanted for any reason — we. will return, ’, 
your money without question upon the return of the book in good condition, 


unmarked. You see. 7 million readers could not be wrong. 


lose, nor can we on this offer. 


PRAYER—Asking and Receiving, Amer- 
ica’s best sel'er on prayer. 109,000 copies 
printed. Dr. H. A. Ironside says: “One 
of the most -interest- 
ing, refreshing and 
conclusive works on 
prayer we have ever 
consulted ” Dr. Coul- 
son Shepherd says: 
“The. most-complete, 
Scriptural and praeti- 
cal book on: prayer I 
have ever read.” » In- 
troduction by Dr. 
Oswald J: Smith. 
328 pages, 21-.large 
chapters $2.00 


THE HOME: Courtship, Marriage and 
Children, a Bible manual on courtship, 
marriage, children, discipline, normal sex 
life, birth control, divorce, family worship, 
etc. Nothing else like it in print. _SUN- 
DAY SCHOOL TIMES says: “Every 
Chr stian parent who reads this 381 page 
handbook on vital subjects will be thank- 
ful that. Dr Rice has had the courage, 
energy, perseverance; and grace to write 
it.” 381 pages. Stamo® cnceicees Ge 


THE RUIN OF A CHRISTIAN. 
Twelve burning sermons to warn, to “re- 
buke, reprove, exhort” Christians. Chris- 
tian Herald says: . evangelistic 
preaching with all the fine passion, humor, 
and drama of Dwight Modédy. A book for 
the _backslidden—and_ the careless. who 
stand in the peril of backsliding. ‘Twelve 
sermons that bless and burn—and chal- 
lenge mightily.” . 253 pages $2.00 


tS JESUS. GOD? An answer to infidels 
in the church and out. _ Proof that Jesus 
claimed to be God, proof of His virgin 
birth, prooffrom Old Testament prophecies 
miraculously fulfilled, proof of His resur- 
rection. How'to deal with modernism and 
modernists. A faith-saving book to stop 
doubts, to answer modernists, to save 
doubters who want to know. 207 pages, 
beautifully bound . $2.00 











Moody Monthly: *... We expect from the 
author a sound. _- 6fipping presentation of 
these subjects and we are not disappointed.” 


Dr. John L. Hill: “‘There are two things perfect- 
ly obvious in the style of Dr. Rice: Mast anybody 
tan understand what he writes, and be never 
strays from the truths of the Book. We like bis 
rugged forthrightness and bis loyalty and devotion 
to revealed truth,” 


Hyman Appelman: “Everything that John 
Rice writes is readable.” 














==! 








You cannot 


THE SCARLET SIN and Other Revival 
Sermons. Here are twelve great revival 
messages taken down word -for word as 
preached before great .revival congrega- 
tions. Burning, Scriptural, convincing 
language. Sermons include “The Scarlet 
Sin,” “The Unpardonable Sin,” “Fullness 
of the Holy Spirit,” “Four Biggest Fools;” 
“Why God Hardened Pharaoh’s Heart,” 
and. others: Read these word for word 
as they have won thousands. 254° pages 


WHEN SKELETONS COME OUT 
OF THEIR CLOSETS. ‘Eleven power- 
ful evangelistic -sermons, SUNDAY 
SCHOOL TIMES says: “Not only splen- 
did grist for the revivalist, but’ one of the 
best books to give or lend, wrapped in 
prayer, to the unbelieving reader.” A mur- 
derer learned to read in his cell, spelled 
out these messages and was. gloriously 
saved!. Evangelism at. its best. 191 
BN ee ok ier te les oc 7 


THE COMING KINGDOM OF 
CHRIST. Fifteen chapters on prophecy. 
Old and New Testaments, all about the 
rapture, the tribulation, thé Antichrist, 
Christ’s return to reign, the millennium, 
etc. Col. F.-J.~ Mtles says: “Tt is ‘the 
greatest collation of Scripture on itstheme 
that has been:compiled sincé John Wiikin- 
son issued ‘Israel My Glory” over.-half a 
century ago.” - Dr.- Walter L.. Wilson 
says: “Really this is one -of the greatest 
expositions of this subject that” I ‘ave 
seen.” . “Highly: commended ‘by :Sunday 
School Times, Moody. Monthly,.King’s 
Business, Prophecy . Monthly. . 182 
pages of he Soe ae ee af 
GOD’S CURE FOR ANXLOUS 
CARE, The most ‘beautiful book we:have 
published. | ‘A gift book to comfort and 
revive., Nine great. chapters. to:kill worry 
and bring peace and a 

assurance and faith. 
Give it to the bereav- 
ed, to shut-ins, to the 
troubled; read it’ often 
for daily victory. Dr. 
John L. Hill; South- 
ern Baptist book edi- 
tor says: “The author 
is so well and so favor- 
ably ‘known -that the 
reader can anticipate 
the solid, Biblical treat- 
ment of the themes, 
illumined .by. anh ex- 
perience of compas- 
sionate, tender minis- 
try among people in 
need of the comfortt of God — and he is not 








disappointed: ... A ° strong, reassuring, 
sustaining volume.” 127.pages. Beautiful 
gift yolume.. .... «ce :2 % 


7 MILLION COPIES 





TWELVE TREMENDOUS 
THEMES. Great doc- 
trines including “Ver- 
bal Inspiration of the 
Bible,” “Scientific Ac- 
euracy,” “Sin,” “Can 
A Saved Person Ever - 
Be Lost?” “Sunday or 
Sabbath,” “Churches and the Church,” “Jesus 
May Come Today,” etc. Moody Monthly 
says: “This book, from the prolific mind of a 
beloved author, deals with twelve basic sub- 
jects... . We expect from the author a sound 
and, at the same time, agripping presentation of 
these subjects and we are not disappointed. 
With the introduction by Dr. Robert G. Lee, 
we heartily commend the book.” Powerful 
and important. 177 pages . . . . $1.50 


THE SOUL WINNER’S FIRE. Eight 
chapters on soul-winning passion and power. 
Dr. -H. A. _ Ironside. says: _“Quaintly 
humorous, tenderly sympathetic, pugentlv stir- 
ring, his messages are always strong, virile, 
and illuminating.” - Life-changing for minis- 
ters and Christian workers. - Beautifully cloth 
bound. 1l4pages =>: . . . $1.25 


(The same book, paper biading, in Moody Colportage 
series, 127 pages, 35c, or 3 copies for $1) 


“AND GOD REMEMBERED ...’’ Re. 
tiring, a Nebraska man reached to his bedside 
table for a book, read a sermon, “The Ex- 
ceeding Abundantly Able God.” Challenged, 
he asked God for proof. Within a wéek he 
was appointed toa state job, his income 
doubled, and has been telling how God is 
able to answer prayer. The book he read 
was “And God Remembered...” 45,000 
copies published. Cloth. Beautiful jacket, 
purple on orchid picture. Ideal gift. 123 
pages oa Lice. ve hy wt 


BOBBED HAIR, BOSSY WIVES AND 
WOMEN PREACHERS... Serious, kindly 
Bible study. Grace and Truth says: “. . . 
Once the book has been -read, it will go with- 
out saying that if only half of it should be 
heeded we would have better churches, better 
homes, and better parsonages than we do 
have.” 91 large pages, orange cloth binding 





REVIVAL APPEALS. 16 sermons to the 
unsaved. Pictured jacket and endsheets show 
great city-wide revival crowds at Buffalo and 
Cleveland. Pungent, soul-saving Gospel ser- 
mons, including “Hell,” “Religious But Lost,” 
“Missing God’s Last Train for Heaven,” etc. 
216 pages, 16 chapters 


Get from your bookseller or 


Mail this coupon teday! 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
214 West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Sirs: Enclosed find $....+:+++++++«. for which send me the 

following: 
PRAYER—Asking and Receiving - - - $2.00 
THE HOME: Courtship, Matriage and Children 2.50 
The. Ruin of a Christian - - - 2.00 
Is" Jesus God? - - - - - - 2.00 
The Scarlet Sm - - - - 2.00 
When Skeletons Come Out of Their Closets - 1.50 
The Coming Kingdom of Christ . 1.50 
God's Cure for Anxions Care - - - . 1.50 


Twelve Tremendous,Themes - > - - 1.50 
The Soul Winner's Fire - paper 35c; cloth 1.25 
“And God Remembered. .” - - : - 1.00 
Bobbed Hair, Bossy Wives and Women Preachers 1.00 
Revival Appeals - - - - . - 1.60 


Signed 
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